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It is a matter which cannot but excite the 
regret of every reflecting mind, imbued 
with the principles of true religion, that so 
many, occupying the responsible position of 
parents, are found almost entirely neglectful 
of the duties which devolve upon all who 
sustain that interesting character. Much 
pains are employed, and considerable sums 
expended, in teaching children a variety of 
things, which are deemed essential to con- 
stitute what is called a. polite edncsMon, — ^but 
which acquirements, frequently, are of no 
real advantage to the possessor, in render- 
ing the present condition prosperous ; and 
too often, alas! are fatal barriers in the 
way leading to objects of an ever-enduring 
nature. 
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History presents us with numerous ex- 
amples of the greatest and most permanent 
benefits resulting from the instruction of 
wise and affectionate mothers. Many emi- 
nent servants in the church of Christ, 
besides the illustrious Doddridge, have de- 
lighted to recur to the eventful period, 
when they hearkened to her, whose speech 
was always seasoned with wisdom, and in 
whose tongue was "the law of kindness." 
Such an one will be prompt to discern 
opportunities most favourable for commu- 
nicating useful knowledge, and skilful to 
practise those methods, by which what is 
taught shall be too engaging to be easily 
forgotten. The every-day occurrences of 
life — a walk in the garden, the field, or the 
retired lane, — all will yield profitable hints 
to the contemplative observer of Nature's 
diversified operations, and furnish lessons, 
which may lead the youthful mind to Him, 
in whom "we live, and move, and have 
our being." 
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Surely the Christian mother will feel 
ample stimulus to press onward, amidst 
the darkest discouragements, whilst she re^ 
members who has said, ** Train up a child 
in the way he should go ; and when he is 
old he will not depart from it." Also, the 
distinguished commendation God conferred 
upon Abraham : — " I know him, that he 
will command his children and his house- 
hold after him, and they shall keep the way 
of the Lord, to do justice and judgment ; 
that the Lord may bring upon Abraham 
that which he hath spoken of him." 

With respect to the mode of instructing 
youth, none can reasonably question, for a 
moment, the fact — that success materially 
depends upon that judicious management, 
which makes the labour of learning rather a 
pleasure than a task : therefore, a rigorous 
application to study, which is unbroken 
by intervals of innocent amusement, is cal- 
culated to impede, instead of advance, the 
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work of education, and create such a deeply- 
rooted disgust, as will effectually prevent 
further progress, so soon as coercive mea- 
sures cease to be exercised. 

As to the natwre of the instruction af- 
forded, it may be remarked, that, whilst 
due attention is given to prepare the child 
for a right performance of the proper duties 
of the life that now is, they will always be 
regarded, by the pious parent, as subor- 
dinate to those higher claims, which belong 
to the life to come. She will recollect, that 
the present is a state of probation, in which 
the immortal spirit is to be tutored for 
eternity : consequently, ^* that the soul be 
without knowledge'* concerning sin and 
holiness — Christ and God — heaven and hell, 
*^ it is not good." These important doctrines 
being fully developed in the Volume of 
Inspiration, its dictates of truth will be 
received with confidence, cherished with af- 
fection, and imparted with a seriousness. 
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which will both demonstrate faith in the 
teacher, and enforce its indispensable neces- 
sity on the pupil. 

The attentive reader will not fail to 
observe, that the Author's aim has been 
to awaken consideration to subjects of a 
momentous description; and, with this end 
constantly in view, he has carefully avoided 
whatever might divert to less weighty, 
though more amusing, topics. Mothers 
will perceive with how little difficulty they 
can bring up their children " in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord," in so far as 
correct information tends to the accomplish- 
ment of that benevolent design. 

The principal points discussed are those 
which are connected with the destiny of 
mankind universally ; and, as the condition 
of every individual of our race will be im- 
mutably fixed at the hour of dissolution, 
and as death may come at any age, it is 
hardly possible for maternal solicitude to be 
employed too early, in urging the beloved 
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objects committed to our charge to obej 
the Divine injunction; "Remember now 
thy Creator in the days of thy youth, while 
the evil days come not ; nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no plea- 
sure in them." 

In conclusion, it is ardently hoped, that 
the perusal of the following pages will be 
accompanied with the Divine blessing upon 
both parents and children — for " the bless- 
ing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and he 
addeth no sorrow with it,'* 
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ALMIGHTY GOD HIS UNIVERSAL PRESENCE. 

" Thine is the silent noon of night, 
The twilight eve — the dewy mom ; 
Whatever is heautiful and hright 

Thine hands have fashioned to adorn : 
Thy glory walks in every sphere, 
And all things whisper — * God is here !' " 

Mother. I have thought many times, my 
dear Annie, that I would devote an hour or 
so, at certain intervals, to the instructing 
of your mind in matters, which, though 
not taught at school, are, nevertheless, of 
importance that you should understand ; 
because they concern your present and 
eternal welfare. 

Annie. O mother, if you will be so 
kind as to teach me these things, I shall 
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be very glad ; and I will pay great atten- 
tion to all you tell me, and endeavour to 
retain it too. 

Mother. Well, my child, you seem to 
be so ready to hear, and promise so fairly, 
that I feel encouraged to begin my pleas- 
ing task. 

Annie. And this will be a good time 
for you to give me a lesson; as we are 
quite alone, and nobody, I believe, is ex- 
pected to visit us this evening. 

Mother. I am not aware that any one 
will come to interrupt our converse ; there- 
fore, I will, at once, put my resolution into 
execution. I commence, then, by saying, 
you little know how often you come into 
my mind, and the anxiety you are the 
occasion of. The instant you were born, 
my love and care were exercised towards 
you; and, from that moment until now, 
the same warmth of feeling has been felt, 
and an equal, though somewhat different, 
care manifested. When a helpless infant, 
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my unwearied attention was directed to the 
preservation of your body, merely, from 
harm ; but, since you have arrived at riper 
years, and begun to employ your under- 
standing, and to acquire knowledge, you 
occupy a position of far greater interest 
and consequence. 

Annie. When I was a child, dear mo- 
ther, I could not learn anything very well ; 
but it is not so now that I can read cor- 
rectly, and understand the meaning of what 
I read. 

Mother. You are able to read, my love^ 
and, I hope, comprehend, likewise, the sub- 
jects contained in your lessons: but, as I 
observed before, I desire to speak to you 
upon topics seldom taught at schools. Let 
me ask you — did you ever seriously con- 
sider, for a quarter of an hour only, how 
much better your condition is than a great 
number of children you meet with every 
day? For instance, you have a parent, 
who is always watching over you for good : 
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you have never wanted either food, raiment, 
a comfortable house to dwell in, friends, or 
learning ; whilst many around you are de- 
prived of almost all these blessings. 

Annie. I have not thought upon these 
things as I ought ; but, you know, my dear 
departed father prospered more in his pro- 
fession than the parents of those children, 
who are so badly provided for ; and that is 
the cause of my being more comfortable 
than they — is it not ? 

Mother. There is something you have 
overlooked, which is indeed too generally 
passed by. It is quite true, that your father 
had a thriving business, and, because he 
prospered in this way, your lot is rendered 
superior to that of others: but, who gave 
him the wisdom to plan, the strength to 
labour, the skill to execute, and crowned 
the whole with a successful result ? I read 
in the Bible, that "The blessing of the 
Lord, it maketh rich." And did you never 
reflect, how dependent you are upon the 
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same merciful Being? Every breath yoa 
draw comes from Him; and, little as it 
may appear, your existence hangs upon it. 
Were He to withhold the power to breathe, 
you would immediately die. 

Annie, I wonder that these truths have 
not struck me before. I have learnt some* 
thing to-night. 

Mother. I am not much surprised that 
facts of this kind, though so evident to any 
person who will think thereupon, should 
not have engrossed your particular notice ; 
for, I am sorry to say, the majority of man- 
kind advance to the end of their days, if 
not wholly ignorant of, yet altogether un-> 
concerned about, them. You would shud- 
der, I am persuaded, did you hear any one 
say, " There is no God :" whilst, however, 
this sin is not commonly witnessed, I see 
scarcely a shade of difference between say- 
ing "There is no God," and acting as 
though there were not one. I remember 
to have heard of a person, who inquired of 
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another, "Where is God?" and what re- 
ply, do you suppose, was returned? 

Annie. I cannot tell. 

Mother. The questioner was answered 
thus : — " I am unable to say where God 
is not." This individual and the sacred 
psalmist were quite agreed : " Lord 
(says David), thou hast searched me, and 
known me. Thou knowest my down- sitting 
and mine up-rising; thou understandest 
my thought afar off. Thou compassest my 
path, and my lying down, and art ac- 
quainted with all my ways. For there is 
not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, 
thou knowest it altogether. Thou hast be- 
set me behind and before, and laid thine 
hand upon me. Such knowledge is too 
wonderful for me : it is high, I cannot at- 
tain unto it/' I will not proceed further 
with my quotation, but desire you will 
carefully read the whole of the hundred 
and thirty-ninth psalm, which treats largely 
of the omnipresence of God. 
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Annie. If God is ^'acquainted with all 
my ways," I ought to think before I speak 
or do anything. 

Mother. Indeed you should be thus 
cautious. And, if you always recollected 
that God heard and saw all that was said 
and done, you would be preserved from 
many wrong things, which, I fear, you are 
too guilty of, A good young man, I have 
read of, remembered that the eye of God 
was upon him, in a time of temptation, 
and he was preserved from offending his 
best friend : " How (he exclaimed) can I 
do this great wickedness, and sin against 
God?" Hagar, we are told, in a season 
of sore trouble, was visited from heaven 
with a message of love ; and, after the an- 
gel had departed, she was led to ruminate 
upon the kind and suitable aid that was 
given her, when she had no idea that any 
eye saw her — and what, think you, was 
the conclusion she came to ? It was this : 
" Thou, God, seest me !" And a very rea- 
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sonable conclusion it was to come to; for 
the relief she needed was sent, when she 
was in a desolate wilderness, where not a 
single human being was nigh, to render her 
anj assistance. 

Annie, But, since God sees everybody, 
I am at a loss to understand why it is that 
nobody can see God. 

Mother, The reason why you cannot 
behold God with eyes of flesh is, because 
He is not possessed of such a nature. We 
read in St. John's Gospel, "God is a 
spirit,** and a "spirit has not flesh and 
bones" as you and I have. So, likewise, 
that soul, which God breathed into the 
first man, and is found in every one of 
the human race, is a spirit, and, though 
we cannot see it, yet we are conscious of 
its existence^ It has properties peculiar 
to itself, altogether different to those of 
the body, and will be found alive and 
vigorous, when the body is decayed, and 
mingled with its native earth. 
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Annie. Whilst it puzzles me to know 
•how God can be everywhere at the same 
time, still, I dare not doubt that so it is — 
though I cannot tell how it is — because the 
Bible declares it. 

Mother. That is right, Annie. You 
are not expected to comprehend this and 
similar mysteries. It is asked in Scrip- 
ture, " Canst thou by searching find out 
God? Canst thou find out the Almighty 
unto perfection ? It is as high as heaven ; 
what canst thou do? — deeper than hell; 
what canst thou know ? The measure there- 
of is longer than the earth, and broader 
than the sea." It perplexes you, you say, 
to know how God can be everywhere at the 
same time: and does it not perplex you, 
equally, to understand how light and air can 
be all over England at the same time? — 
and the light and the air are quite as per- 
fectly these properties on the precise spot 
where we dwell, as they are spread over 
the space of a hundred miles : in like man- 
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ner, God is God everywhere, and every- 
where .God* Now, though you are incap- 
able of comprehending these mysteries ia 
nature, yet you do not, on that account, 
attempt to deny them: so neither ought 
your mind to be disturbed, because it can- 
not grasp the mode of the existence of 
Deity. You are finite, and, as respects the 
knowledge of things, confined within very 
narrow limits indeed ; but God is infinite, 
and knows no boundary. The wisest of men 
can tell us only a few particulars about a 
hair that grows upon the head, a blade of 
grass in the field, and a pebble in the road. 
If, then, the works of creation, which are 
constantly before our eyes, confound man- 
kind in their ardent pursuit of wisdom, why 
should we be surprised to find the Creator 
himself above our comprehension. 

Annie* After what you have just told 
me, I can never again think it at all strange 
that the great God is so little understood 
by me. 
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Mother. My object, in the remarks last 
offered by me, was to prevent an unbe- 
coming curiosity ; not to check a reveren- 
tial inquiry to know as much as you are 
able of the Divine Being. Such an inves- 
tigation, when conducted in a proper spirit, 
and with a right aim, is most commendable. 
A poet has said, — 

" The proper study of mankind is man :" 

Had he said, likewise, the proper study of 
mankind is God, he would have given an 
unquestionable truth. The same popidar 
writer, however, has directed us to "rise 
from Nature up to Nature's God ;" and I 
would it were a more common practice than 
it is to climb that ladder, which reminds 
us of the one good Jacob saw in his re- 
markable vision ; in which, it is stated, he 
beheld " a ladder set up on the earth, and 
the top of it reached to heaven." Let me 
advise you, my dear Annie, to avail your- 
self of the things made to ascend to their 
Maker, 
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Annie. Please to inform me how I am 
to proceed, that I may comply with jour 
wish. 

Mother, You are quite convinced that 
the ground, whereon you walk, and the 
trees, flowers, and grass, which grow out of 
the earth, are the workmanship of Him, 
who formed the universe, and whatever it 
contains. Any one of these ohjects, when 
the mind is in a meditative frame, may 
awaken a train of very profitable reflections 
upon the wisdom, power, and goodness of 
the Almighty. The following beautiful 
lines confirm the correctness of my observ- 
ation: 

" There seems a voice in every gale, 
A tongue in every opening flower, 
Which tells, O Lord! the wondrous tale 
Of thy indulgence, love, and power. 

The birds, that rise on quivering wing, 
Appear to hymn their Maker's praise, 

And all the mingling sounds of Spring 
To thee a general anthem raise.*' 
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Annie, Those are indeed very pretty 
lines. I will endeavour to think of what 
they teach, whenever I take a rural walk. 

Mother. I hope you will : for you may 
believe me, when I say, that a frequent 
recollection of the Divine presence will, at 
length, grow into a habit^ and that habi- 
tual conviction will produce a watchfulness, 
which will prove a safeguard in the time 
of temptation. Those, who see evil before 
it comes, are better prepared to meet it 
when it comes. You know, I trust, who 
has said, *' If the good man of the house 
had known what hour the thief would come, 
he , would have watched, and not have suf- 
fered his house to be broken through." 
The same wise and holy Teacher has also 
exhorted us, "Watch and pray, that ye 
enter not into temptation." Watching with- 
*out prayer will do no good; because we 
require grace to enlighten, that we may 
perceive our enemies, and strength to resist 
them when they attack us; and, we can- 
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not expect to hare any " good gift," with- 
out prayer. Therefore, it is written, "Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you.'' Again: "If any of you lack 
wisdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to 
all men liberally, and upbraideth not ; and 
it shall be given him." 

Annie. Yes, I have often read these 
words in the New Testament ; but, when I 
have met with them, I have thought they 
were not addressed to such young persons 
as me : so it is written, as you have just 
quoted, " let him ask of God, who giveth 
to all men liberally" — men^ not children, 
observe. 

Mother, You must be very careful, my 
love, that you do not get misled by confin- 
ing your attention to single passages of the 
sacred oracles: this error is fallen into by 
older persons than you. Remember, then, 
that whilst every part of the Scriptures is 
trvih, yet there is no part of the Scriptures 
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contains all the truth. But, let us see if 
children are not invited to come to Gbd. 
Was not Samuel a child when Eli taught 
him to answer the heavenly call with, 
"Speak, for thy servant heareth?" Now, 
though he was very young, the great God 
did not refuse to have intercourse with 
him ; but condescended to give him an im- 
mediate reply, and it was one of a fearful 
character — ay, and against Eli himself! — 
because he permitted his children to do that 
which was exceedingly evil ; and, though a 
good man, and a priest of the Lord's house, 
too, did not visit their sin with more than 
a gentle reproof. In this painful narrative 
we have a useful lesson addressed to both 
parents and children : the former are taught 
the solemn responsibility they are under for 
the right management of their offspring, 
and the danger of allowing their natural 
affection to make them forget their higher 
duty to God : the children are warned, 
likewise, against taking advantage of the 
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culpable fondness of an over-indulgent pa- 
rent to commit sin ; for, if you will turn 
to the First Book of Samuel (iv. 17, 18), 
jou will read the sad end of both Eli and 
his wicked sons. Let me now quote other 
passages relative to God's notice of children : 
** I love them (says Wisdom) that love me ; 
and those that seek me early shall find me." 
Again : " Remember now thy Creator," — 
when ? " in the days of thy youthf while the 
evil days come not, nor the years draw 
nigh, when thou shalt say, I have no plea- 
sure in them." But I cannot say more to 
you at present : at our next meeting, I will 
take up the subject again. 

Annie, Thank you, thank you, dear 
mother, for all you have taught me this 
evening. 





GOD S OMNIPRESENCE CONTINUED NATURE QF 

TRUE PRAYER FALL OF MAN SIN UNIVERSAL. 

" When the great Builder arched the skies, 
And formed all nature with a word, 
The joyful cherubs tuned his praise. 
And eyery bending throne adored. 

And thus our two first parents stood, 
Till sin defiled the happy place : 

They lost their garden and their God, 
And ruined all their unborn race." 

Mother, Have you forgotten, Annie, 
the subject we were considering at our last 
meeting ; and which subject I promised to 
contemplate further when we next came 
together ? 

Annie. Indeed I have not. You then 
shewed the willingness of God to hearken 
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to the prayers of young persons, as well as 
those more advanced in years. 

Mother, You have answered correctly; 
and I am gratified at finding that you are 
not a careless hearer. Now let us employ 
the present opportunity in examining some 
points calculated to improve your mind, 
and, by implanting right principles, lay a 
basis for the wise regulation of your life. 
But, first, in compliance with my engage- 
ment, I must observe — that there is not the 
shadow of a reason for the opinion, that the 
Father of spirits is not ready to bend a 
listening ear to the artless breathings of 
the most youthful of the human family. In 
the days of the Saviour, parents *' brought 
young children to him, that he should 
touch them ; and his disciples rebuked those 
that brought them. But when Jesus ww 
it, he was much displeased, and said unto 
them, Suffer the little children to come 
unto me, and forbid them not : for of such 
is the kingdom of God. And he took them 
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up in his arms, put his hands upon them, 
and blessed them/' Now, as Jesus is *Uhe 
same yesterday, to-day, and for ever," you 
may be certain that he is as willing to 
teceive children at this, and all future 
periods, as he was when he sojourned upon 
earth ; and then he declared, " Him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast out." 

Annie, But as Jesus is gone into hea- 
ven, how can anybody go to him there, 
while they are living in the world ? 

Mother. The Saviour is not more a 
man than he is God : he is not man alone, 
nor God alone; but God and man united 
in one person. As man, he thus spake : *' I 
can of my own self do nothing." As God^ 
he expresses himself thus : " I and my Fa- 
ther are one." Having the Divine nature, 
which filleth all space, he could tell his be- 
lieving people, as he has done, " Where two 
or three are gathered together in my name, 
there am I in the midst of them." In this 
way, he is "nigh unto all them that call 
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upon him, to all that call upon him in 
truth:* 

Annie, Then must I believe that Grod 
hears all who pray to him ? 

Mother. Yes, my love, all who pray he 
certainly hears: but a multitude of peti- 
tions are uttered in places of worship, and 
in private houses too, which are not ac- 
counted prayer by Him, who sees objects 
and actions as they are. Christ, speaking of 
some, who were only externally religious, 
said, *' Well did Esaias prophesy of you, say- 
ing. This people draweth nigh unto me with 
their mouthy and honoureth me with their 
lip8 ; but their heart is far from me. But in 
vain do they worship me, teaching for doc- 
trines the commandments of men." "The 
sacrifice of the wicked (says Solomon) is an 
abomination to the Lord ; but the prayer of 
the upright is his delight." When any pray 
aright, and acceptably, the Spirit of God 
moves the heart, and the heart moves the 
lips ; but, if the heart be not employed, we 
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shall utter expressions, which may seem to 
arise from the feeling, either of joy or sor- 
row, but neither will, in reality, be there. 
Hence you may frequently hear the deepest 
confessions of sin and unworthiness, and 
the most ardent acknowledgments of obliga- 
tion for mercies conferred, when, if we had 
the power to search the heart, we should 
not be able to discover a particle of true 
humility in the one, or of real gratitude in 
the other. Such offerings carry with them 
dissimulation rather than sincerity, and, 
therefore, cannot but be more offensive to 
God than the silence of such vain wor- 
shippers would be. For example, would 
you not be better satisfied that persons 
should be silent in your praise, than make 
warm professions of attachment, which were 
not dictated by affection ? 

Annie. Certainly : the words of such in- 
sincere characters would be very disagree- 
able to me. But, my dear mother, I am 
afraid that the prayers you have taught me 
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haye very often been uttered without a pro- 
per feeling ; and, if so, then God could not 
approve of me I 

Mother. Such thoughtless addresses 
have, without doubt, been both unprofit- 
able to you, and displeasing to God: and, 
now that you are convinced of this fault, 
I hope, in future, you will reflect before 
you speak, that you may speak that only 
which shall be the offspring of knowledge 
and feeling. The prayers I have taught 
you embrace those things which are con- 
nected with you as an immortal, responsible 
being. Through my repeated instructions, 
I may say of you, as the Apostle Paul 
said of Timothy, " From a child thou hast 
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able 
to make thee wise unto salvation, through 
faith which is in Christ Jesus." It is time, 
Annie, you began to know something be- 
yond a mere form of prayer, and the letter 
of the word of God : that you might re- 
ceive this further knowledge, I have been 
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induced to set apart a time for serious con- 
versation with you. When jou were very 
young, it was my duty to teach you, to lift 
your little hands to God, and to read his 
holy truth. This, you know, is commanded : 
** Train up a child in the way he should 
go ; and when he is old, he will not depart 
from it." In this respect, I have aimed to 
. perform my part, as a parent ; it is your 
part to see that you do not swerve firom the 
good advice you have received. 

Annie. I am always glad to have your 
advice in everything; and, in whatever I 
may have disobeyed you, I hope you will 
forgive me. 

Mother. I do freely pardon any past 
inattention to my wishes ; because, I must 
say, that, lately, I have seen a steadiness in 
your behaviour, which promises well. At- 
tend now, while I make some brief obser- 
vations upon a few of the principal features 
of Bible history, and which materially con* 
cern us both. 
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Annie, Yes, I will. 

Mother, In the Book of Genesis, which, 
you know, stands first in the Sacred Yo- 
lume, we have an account of the creation 
of heaven and earth, and all the wonders 
contained therein. The most important of 
all God's works, was the forming of man out 
of the dust of the ground. We read, " So 
God created man in his own image, in the 
image of God created he him; male and 
female created he them." (Gen. i. 27.) In 
the following chapter, it is said, '* And the 
Lord God took the man, and put him into 
the garden of Eden to dress it, and to keep 
it. And the Lord God commanded the 
man, saying. Of every tree of the garden 
thou mayest freely eat : but of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt 
not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest 
thereof thou shalt surely die." The next 
account we have, is of Satan coming, in the 
form of a serpent, to our first parents: 
*' And the serpent said unto the woman, 
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Ye shall not surely die ;" that is, from eat- 
ing " of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil." Thus the wicked serpent con* 
tradicted what God had said. 

Annie* That was wicked indeed ! 

Mother, Christ makes allusion to this 
base conduct when, addressing some per- 
secuting Jews, he said, '* Ye are of your 
father the devil, and the lusts of your father 
ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth ; be- 
cause there is no truth in him. When he 
speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own : for 
he is a Uar, and the father of it." To pro- 
ceed: the woman, we are informed, was, at 
length, led to listen to the speech of the 
enemy, instead of immediately resisting 
him: and now, being brought under the 
power of temptation, she slighted the Di- 
vine threatening, and took of the fruit of 
the tree, ** and did eat, and gave also unto 
her husband with her ; and he did eat. 
And the eyes of them bbth were opened." 



26 RELIGION AT HOME. 

Alas ! their eyes were opened ! but to what ? 
the knowledge of evil at the vast sacrifice 
of all good I They knew (affirms the in- 
spired historian), that they were naked — 
the image of God was departed, and the 
image of Satan was stamped upon their 
souls: they no longer had the holy, the 
spiritual, but " the carnal mind, which is 
enmity against God." Therefore, instead of 
seeking, they fled from, him ; and, cut off 
from communion, they commenced a life 
of wretchedness, and experienced what is 
written of all sinners: — "Destruction and 
misery are in their ways ; and the way of 
peace have they not known." You have had« 
in the view just given, a description of the 
manner in which sin — and death, the con-* 
sequence of sin — came into our fallen world. 
"Wherefore (says the Apostle), as by one 
man sin entered into the world, and death 
by sin : and so death passed upon all men, 
for that all have sinned — by the offence of 
<me judgment came upon all men to con? 
demnation." 
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Annie, I should like you to explain 
how it is that all mankind are ponsidered 
sinners from Adam, the first man, having 
sinned. 

Mother. You must have observed, that 
the offspring of all creatures in the world 
bear an exact resemblance to their parents, 
in outward form and inward disposition. 
For instance, sheep, oxen, bears, tigers, 
lions, &c., exhibit propensities common to 
their several classes. You would be greatly 
surprised were you to see a lamb manifest 
the ferocity of a tiger — and why ? because 
it would be contrary to the nature of the 
lamb to shew such savageness. Now, apply 
this illustration to man. Had he continued 
" upright," as God made him, delighting in 
the presence and service of his Creator, all 
his descendants would have been lovers of 
that Being too : but, having sinned, he be* 
came dead to God ; his thoughts, affections, 
words, and actions, were turned in a di- 
rectly contrary direction to the Fountain of 
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good. ** And God saw that tbe wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, and that 
every imagination of the thoughts of his 
heart was only evil continually." If you 
were to cast dirt into a spring you saw 
bubbling up, would not all the streams is- 
suing therefrom be rendered foul, instead of 
pure ? And if the sap in the root of a tree 
be bad, will not the smallest twig be con- 
taminated by it ? " Doth a fountain (says 
James) send forth at the same place sweet 
water and bitter? Can the fig-tree, my 
brethren, bear olive-berries ? either a vine, 
figs? So can no fountain both yield salt 
water and fresh." That there is in all, on 
coming into the world, a propensity to sin 
is apparent, when we consider the constant 
watchfulness and the rigorous measures 
parents are compelled to adopt in order to 
deter their children from running into ex- 
ternal evils; and, on the other hand, the 
many kind remonstrances and encouraging 
promises, which are needful to allure them 
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to walk, and continue to walk, in a right 
course. Now you are become more accus- 
tomed to reflection, and riper jears have 
rendered you more discreet, I venture to 
say, Annie, that you are ready to admit the 
propriety of certain severe means, which 
once you thought cruel and unreasonable. . 

Annie, Well, dear mother, I must ac- 
knowledge, that I used, sometimes, to think 
your treatment rather too hard ; but, at 
present, I entertain a different opinion. I 
fretted because I could not have my own 
way, forgetting that my duty lay in sub- 
mitting to yoUf instead of wishing you to 
submit to me. 

Mother, I was prompted to refer to 
your former state of mind and conduct, that 
you might the more clearly see the point 
I have been seeking to prove, namely — that 
sin has diffused its fatal poison throughout 
the human race ; and that David, alluding 
to his earliest stage of existence, was right, 
when he exclaimed, " Behold, I was shapen 
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in iniquity." Happy they, who, on making 
the discovery of their defiled condition, are 
led to seek, as this pious monarch did, the 
entire removal of pollution, and so recover 
the favour and friendship of that holy 
Being, who is " angry with the wicked 
every day." Hear with what fervency the 
devout psalmist prayed for this inward 
purity: "Create in me a clean heart, O 
God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence, and 
take not thy holy Spirit from me." We 
must now conclude: till we meet again, 
meditate upon what you have heard. 





EFFECTS OF THE FALL; — REION OF SIN AND MISERY, 
INWARD AND OUTWARD. 

" Man has a soul of vast desires, 

He burns within with restless fires: 
Tossed to and fro, his passions fly 
From vanity to vanity. 

In vain on earth we hope to find 
Some solid good to feed the mind : 

We try new pleasures, but we feel 
The inward thirst torment us still." 

Mother. I suppose, Annie, you are pre- 
pared to hear something more concerning 
the subject introduced at our second even- 
ing's lecture, if I may be allowed to apply 
such an epithet to our familiar discussions? 

Annie. You must know, my dear mo- 
ther, that I have been anxiously wishing, 
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all the day, that the time were come, when 
you would teach me further particulars 
respecting that sin, which, as you have 
shewn, is found in all the human race. 

Mother, The haneful effects of sin, or 
that moral defilement, which appears in 
every child of Adam, at its very birth, I 
have only glanced at: let us, then, spend 
a short time in viewing the painful topic 
more at large. All the misery you see, or 
may have heard of, in individuals, fami- 
lies, villages, towns, cities, nations — all the 
desolating wars between one country and 
another — are so many exhibitions of the 
dreadful principle, sin! "Whence come 
wars and fightings among you ? Come they 
not hence, even of your lusts that war in 
your members? Ye lust, and hav^ not; 
ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot ob- 
tain ; ye fight and war, yet ye have not." 
You sometimes wonder, perhaps, why pow- 
erful kingdoms seek to overcome other 
kingdoms, that they may get possession of 
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and rule ovei' them. You, I venture to 
say, are not disposed to acquire wealth by 
these means, if you were sure to become 
successful. 

Annie. Were I a queen, and had nu- 
merous soldiers under me, I could not con- 
sent to employ them in fighting against other 
nations ; and especially nations that had never 
quarrelled with nor molested me. 

Mother, I would hope, my dear, that 
your disposition is too peaceable to commit 
such violent outrages, were you raised to a 
station as exalted and powerful as that of 
Queen Victoria. But, I must tell you, that 
young persons, in their lesser contentions, 
frequently display emotions and conduct, 
which, did condition and circumstances af- 
ford a favourable opportunity, would pro-- 
duce as serious evils as those you have been 
deploring. What anger, for instance, have 
we beheld in children, when at their play ; 
and how unjustly do they covet, and after- 
ward as wickedly strive to secure by cruel 
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force, playthings which belong to their more' 
harmless companions. Whenever you wit- 
ness behaviour of this kind, be assured 
that there is the bud of tyranny — a mani- 
festation of that sin, which has destroyed 
mighty cities, and murdered thousands of 
mankind. 

Annie. I must not forget this, should I 
ever be inclined to wish for anything that 
belongs to another. And I ought to bear 
in mind, too, what pain it would give me, 
were any one to wish for something of 
mine, and which I was anxious to keep. 

Mother, As I aim, chiefly, at your im- 
provement, Annie, in these conversations, 
I shall be led, from time to time, to digress 
somewhat from the matter under consider- 
ation, that, by similitude, or other form of 
instruction, I may make the facts to bear 
directly upon yourself. Now let us return 
to the point in hand — sin, and its conse- 
quences. The offspring of sin is death — 
carnal, spiritual, and eternal death. By car- 
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nal death, you should understand is meant 
that state, which embraces the various trou- 
bles and difficulties of this mortal life, that 
precedes the dissolution of the body. Spi- 
ritual death, consists in the loss of spiritual 
life, and in a guilty conscience and an impe- 
nitent heart. Eternal death is that awful 
condition in which the wicked are excluded 
from the joys of the blessed in heaven, and 
are made to endure perpetual anguish. To 
adopt the solemnly-emphatical language of 
the Saviour, ''These shall go away into 
everlasting punishment — where their worm 
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched." 

Annie. Oh, how dreadful to be cast into 
a fire that shall never be quenched ! I think 
if people in general, who read the Bible, 
really believed these and similar declarations 
contained in that book, they would not be so^ 
light and gay as they seem to be. 

Mother, Your remark, my dear, is very 
just. There are but few, who regularly 
attend God's house, and read his book, who 
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do SO with any substantial benefit to them- 
selves. They act as though they entirely 
forgot that they were responsible beings, — 
that they would soon die, and then be called 
to render an account of all the " deeds done 
in the body." 

Annie* But wiU not those go to heaven* 
who never neglect their church, who read 
the Scriptures every day, pay their debts, 
and are charitable to the poor ? 

Mother, All these duties must be per- 
formed, and no Christian will omit them : 
still, many there are, who are uniformly at- 
tentive to such duties, but who, nevertheless^ 
are not right in the sight of God. 

Annie, What! is Grod displeased with 
those, whom everybody speaks well of. 
There must be a great difference between 
such and those profligate characters, who 
swear, tell lies, cheat, get intoxicated, and 
are always making disturbances. 

Mother. I grant you, my dear, that 
there is a very great difference between the 
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two classes of individuals you have referred 
to. Those who attend to the welfare of 
their families, haye respect to the services 
of religion, visit the sick, relieve the desti- 
tute, and are upright in their dealings, are 
worthy members of society; whilst those, 
who shew a reverse practice are the pests of 
society : the former quit the world with the 
sincere regrets of many; the latter depart 
without exciting a sigh, save for their me- 
lancholy end. Judging of the two cases, 
from their eosterTial demeanour, we might be 
led to decide, and without much hesitation, 
that the one was certainly gone to the bad, 
and the other to the good, place. But, 
taking the Bible for our directory, we are 
taught, that such a conclusion might be 
altogether wrong; and this error is often 
fallen into, from our making God's standard 
of an upright state to be the same as man 
has set up. They, however, greatly differ. 
Hear, now, what men have said, and God 
has written, that you may see the propriety 
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of that I have stated* In the days of oar 
Lord's stay upon earth, it was the general 
belief, that, if only two persons were saved, 
one would be a scribe, and* the other a pha- 
risee. But, how opposite was the judg- 
ment of Him, who discerned the movements 
of the heart as plainly as we observe the 
outward movements of the body ! He se- 
lected two, whose habits were universally 
allowed to be of the vilest cast, and, refer- 
ring to the scribes and pharisees, said, " The 
publicans and the harlots go into the king- 
dom of God before you." A reason is then 
given for this preference : " For John came 
unto you in the way of righteousness, and 
ye believed him not ; but the publicans and 
the harlots believed him ; and ye, when ye 
had seen it, repented not afterward, that ye 
might believe him." The profligates, no- 
ticed by the Saviour, were nearer the king-* 
dom of heaven than the seeming rigidly 
pious scribes and pharisees, because more 
ready to condemn themselves, on account of 
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•their wicked lives, and, therefore! nearer to 
rtfpefidance^ without which none can obtain 
forgiveness; and those, who are not par- 
4ioned before death, will die in their sins ; 
and of such Christ affirms, '* Where I am 
ye cannot come*" The pharisees gave alms 
to the poor, loved **to pray standing in 
the synagogues and in the corners of the 
streets," and often fasted, wearing a sorrow- 
ful countenance. But, said Jesus, all this 
was done that they might " have glory of 
men ;" and then added, "Verily I say unto 
you, They have their reward." It is clear^ 
therefore, that, as their object was to b^ 
^een^ that they might have the praise of 
men, and men did see and applaud them, 
they had the reward they sought, and could 
expect nothing more. Now fr.om all this 
you learn, how liable we are to be deceived 
in forming opinions of character; and the 
cause of such ill judging ,has been long 
recorded: "The Lord seeth not as man 
seeth; for man looketh on the outward 
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appearance, but the Lord looketfa on the 
heart." 

Annie. If those persons you have just 
been speaking of, who did so many bene- 
volent actions, and were thought to be so 
good, were condemned by Jesus Christ, how 
must I proceed, that I may guard against 
self-deception ? 

Mother, You caimot do better than fol- 
low the example of godly David, who thus 
prayed: "Search me, O God, and know 
my heart : try me, and know my thoughts : 
and see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting." 

Annie* Truly this prayer is very need- 
ful, as we are so liable to entertain a better 
opinion of ourselves than we ought. 

Mother. The danger, to which we are 
exposed, in this respect, will not be ques- 
tioned by those, who believe what is writ- 
ten of human infirmity: "The heart is 
deceitful above all things, and desperately 
wicked ; who can know it ?** Admitting the 
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correctness of this sentiment, another, from 
the pen of Solomon, will appear to be most 
just: "He that trusteth in his own heart 
is a fool." The heart, as introduced here, 
comprehends man's understanding and af- 
fections, and these operate upon and in- 
fluence each other. Sometimes, the under- 
standing is led to conceive good or evil, as 
likelj to arise from things, or circumstances, 
with which we may be connected, and im- 
mediately the feeling of pleasure, or pain, 
is experienced by us : sometimes, the affec- 
tions, under the sway of carnality, are led 
to desire an improper object, — when, if the 
temptation be strong, and Divine grace 
counteract not its violence, the understand- 
ing is overcome, and we reason ourselves 
into the propriety of that, which, in mo- 
ments of sober reflection, is seen to be 
decidedly improper. Thus, we may learn, 
that we are always in peril when left to 
ourselves. The psalmist, knowing this, 
sought help beyond himself— not from the 
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creature, but the Creator. Remember his 
wise supplication, and ever entreat the same 
aid: "Hold thou me up, and I shall be 
safe : and I will have respect unto thy sta- 
tutes continually." But I see, Annie, our 
time is expired. To-morrow evening, if 
the Lord permit, I will resume the con- 
sideration of the subject we have been no- 
ticing. 





THE WAY OP SALVATION AS REVEALED IN THE 
PROMISES. 



" Hail, everlasting Lord, 
Divine, incarnate Word I 
Thee let all our powers confess, 

Thee our latest breath proclaim : 
Help, ye angel choirs, to bless. 

Shout the loved Immanuers name !*' 

Mother, It affords me pleasure, my love, 
to see you come so willingly to our evening 
meetings. There was a time when you 
would have preferred idle amusements to 
«uch converse as we are accustomed to hold 
upon these occasions ; and, had I required 
your attendance, no small degree of reluct- 
ance would have been shewn in action, if 
not in speech. 
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Annie. Such a disinclination to that 
which is good I can remember very well. 
I ought to be thankful that some change 
for the better has occurred; though I am 
convinced, 'from many observations you 
have made, that I am very far from that 
state of mind, which God's word enjoins 
me to possess. I often meditated upon 
what my dear father uttered in family 
prayer, especially the blessings he earnestly 
entreated on my behalf — of which blessings 
I cannot forget that more prominent one, 
conviction of sin. Oh ! I do desire to be 
right ; and I am sure you will instruct me 
how I can become so. 

Mother. There never has been, there 
never can be, more than one way of salva- 
tion. It was revealed immediately after 
the fall of our first parents; subsequently 
in type, and, in the fulness of time, the 
substance of the shadows, the glorious Anti- 
type, appeared. To this point I now wish 
to direct your particular attention. 
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Annie. Most cheerfully will I listen to 
your remarks upon so beneficial a topic. 

Mother. God's appointed method, of 
saving man's lost race, I repeat, has been 
made known to the children of Adam 
through all ages to the present day : first, 
by promise ; secondly, by sacrifice ; thirdly, 
by a variety of types and ceremonies ; 
fourthly, by a succession of striking predic- 
tions ; fifthly, by different forms of instruc- 
tion, both spoken and written. We will 
spend a little time in the consideration of 
some of these particulars. I commence 
with remarking,, that, in the direful hour 
when our first parents were hurled, by wil- 
ful transgression, from the height of bliss to 
the depth of wretchedness, and became en- 
veloped with the thick gloom of despair, — 
when nought appeared in the prqspect but 
the frown of an offended God, and the un- 
ceasing accusations of a guilty conscience, 
—I say, at such a season of overwhelming 
distress, how inexpressibly cheering, amidst 
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a silence producing the most painful fore- 
bodings, were these sweet accents of divine 
mercy : ** I will put enmity between thee 
(the serpent) and the woman, and between 
thy seed and her seed ; it shall bruise thy 
head, and thou shalt bruise his heel." — 
This concise, but very important passage* 
contains the assurance, that there should 
come into the world One, who would con- 
tend with, and overcome, Satan, from whom 
the sin, which has ever afflicted, and will 
continue to the end to afflict, the human 
family, originally came. Man's foe is deno- 
minated the seed of the serpent, becau8e« 
through the aid of that creature, evil en- 
tered our world. Man's friend is called the 
seed of the woman, because she would be 
employed to bring him, and all good, into 
the world: at the appointed period, you 
know, the great Deliverer did appear in the 
person of the babe of Bethlehem. But, 
though he came among us as a helple8» 
infant, there was connected with that evi- 
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dent weakness a power nothing less than 
almighty ! 

Annie. Will you inform me what is to be 
understood by the expression, ** It shall bruise 
thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel ? ** 

Mother, Observe, then, that this is part 
of God's address to the serpent. By "it 
shall bruise thy head,** is meant, that the 
Saviour, through the eflBcacy which should 
accompany his words of truth, wonderful 
miracles, and meritorious sufferings, would 
so enlighten the minds of men, as that 
darkness would be dissipated therefrom; 
and, moreover, that he should make such 
an atonenfient for their transgressions, as 
that sin could be fully pardoned, and that 
holiness imparted, which should fit them to 
walk with God upon earth, and, when they 
quitted it, bring them into the enjoyment of 
God and glory for ever and ever. In this 
manner, the prince of darkness, the head, or 
prime instrument, of moral evil, would re-' 
ceive a deadly blow at his authority, and be 
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bruised under the feet of the saints. By 
" thou shalt bruise his heel^'* we are taught, 
that the malignant persecution, which would 
be carried on by the wicked spirit and bis 
followers against the Prince of Peace and 
his disciples, would be completed in the 
crucifixion of the Redeemer. Then it was 
that the human nature of Christ bled, and 
died ; which nature, being his lowest^ is 
well described as '* his ^eeZ," which touches 
earth, and is part of the same nature 
we have, which was made *' of the dust of 
the ground:" for you remember, I hope, 
that I told you, a short time ago, that 
the Saviour was not man alone, nor God 
alone, but God and man in one person: 
the human, or manhood nature in Christ, 
therefore, was the lowest; and the divine, 
or God-head nature, the highest, — which 
could not possibly become subject to death. 
Thus God, immediately after man's fall, 
was pleased, in great compassion, to give a 
promise, wherein was discovered the method 
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of our entire recovery from a state of guilt 
and misery here, and eternal woe hereafter 
— to favour and peace with Heaven in time, 
and perfect, uninterrupted felicity in the 
world to come for evermore. O, what un- 
speakahle mercy is embraced in the first 
promise — " It (the seed of the woman — 
Christ) shall bruise thy head!" Contem- 
plating Jesus, in this earliest revelation of 
Umself, we see the propriety of the title he 
has adopted to illustrate his character and 
appearing, in the words, ** I am the bright 
and morning Star!"_ Our gracious Cre- 
ator did not, however, limit his goodness to 
this single promise, but, as years rolled on, 
kept increasing the light by a succession of 
others : and as it is with the sons, so was it 
exemplified in the advances of the Sony of 
God: *'The path of the just is as the 
shining light, that shineth more and more 
unto the perfect day." In *' the fulness of 
time, God sent forth his Son, made of a 
woman;" and then was verified what had 
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been spoken by Malachi, the last of the 
prophets, " Unto you that fear my name 
shall the Sm. of Righteousness arise with 
healing in his wings." 

Annie, How very kind it was in the Al- 
mighty to shew those, who had sinned 
against him, how they might be pardoned, 
and enjoy his friendship again; and that 
he should do this, from age to age, by pro- 
mise upon promise, until He came, to whont 
these promises pointed. 

Mother. The goodness of the Lord is 
indeed conspicuous, in never ceasing to 
awaken the attention of the children of men 
to their highest interests. Darkness, it is 
true, " covered the earth, and gross dark- 
ness the people;" but, amidst the deep 
gloom of night, the clear shining of Truth 
was seen ; star followed star, until all minor 
irradiations were swallowed up in the sur- 
passing brilliance of that ** greater Light," 
which shone in Him, who is " the bright- 
ness of his Father's glory, and the express 
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image of his person.'* " In him (says John) 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 
That was the true Light, which lighteneth 
every man that cometh into the world." 
And Christ, speaking of himself, says, " I 
am the light of the world : he that followeth 
me, shall not walk in darkness, hut shall 
have the light' of life." Again, addressing 
the rehellious Jews, he speaks thus : ** Yet 
a little while is the light with you: walk 
while ye have the light, lest darkness come 
upon you : for he that walketh in darkness 
knoweth not whither he goeth. While ye 
have light, helieve in the light, that ye may 
be the children of light." 

Annie, I should like you to tell me, 
what Jesus meant, when he compared him- 
self to the light. 

Mother, His meaning, my love, is this : 
that, as the light of nature disclosed the 
things of nature, in the natural creation, so 
He, who was the uncreated, spiritual light, 
made manifest the things of the Spirit, in 
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the spiritual creation. This light appeared 
in all his words of instruction, and in the 
lovely example he constantly exhibited be- 
fore an ungodly world. To follow his holy 
advice, and to imitate his heavenly conduct, 
is to realise what he has stated ; namely, 
''he shall not walk in darkness, but shall 
have the light of life." Such characters, 
letting their ** light shine before men," are 
acknowledged to be *' the children of light, 
and the children of the day." 

Annie. Can you direct me to other pro- 
mises, besides that you have mentioned, 
which refer as plainly to the advent of 
Christ? 

Mother. The Old Testament, my dear, 
is full of them ; and, as the predictions con- 
cerning the Saviour generally involve direct 
promises, we may now leave the further 
consideration of the latter: for I purpose 
to bring before you, at some future period, 
a series of prophecies, which, while they 
cannot but excite surprise and pleasure, are 
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calculated to awaken profitable reflection 
also, and produce and strengthen faith in the 
Rock of our salvation ; for this, be it ever 
remembered, is the great object of all the 
varied communications of God to man : there- 
fore, those who read the Sacred Volume for 
amusement only, or with reluctance, urged, 
it may be, by a practical conviction of duty, 
cannot be expected to gain, by such careless 
perusal, the benefit intended. The simple 
admission, that the Bible contains a revela-* 
tion from Jehovah to the children of men 
upon the earth, and that the tidings borne 
in that revelation embrace topics which in- 
volve their everlasting happiness and misery, 
surely ought to awaken, in every human 
mind, the deepest reverence and esteem, and 
make us eager to examine what is written 
with the utmost concern and diligence. I 
must now close our evening's discourse : but, 
before we separate, Annie, let me enquire 
what you have learnt from the observations 
you have been listening to ? 
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Annie. I have been taught that the Al- 
mighty is a very merciful, as well as a very 
holy, Being ; and that, though He hates sin 
with perfect hatred, and, if we are not 
cleansed from it. He must for ever banish us 
his f^resence ; yet, that He is unwilling we 
should perish; and, therefore, has devised 
means for our recovery, if we will use them 
to our advantage. 

Mother. It is really so: therefore, act 
according to the light God has givenyou. 





THE WAY OP SALVATION AS REVEALED IN THE 
JEWISH SACRIFICES. 

*' Blood has a voice to pierce the skies, 
Revenge the hlood of Abel cries ; 
But the dear stream, when Christ was slain, 
Speaks peace as loud from every vein." 

Mother. It is my design, upon the present 
occasion, to shew you the divinely-appointed 
method of delivering guilty mankind from 
condemnation and eternal misery, as it was 
most significantly typified in the sacrifices 
ofiered 'prityr to the coming of the Redeemer 
in the flesh. 

Annie, I shall he happy to hear you 
speak upon this suhject ; hecause, in read- 
ing tiie Bihle, I have sometimes wondered 
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at many of the Jewish practices ; their reli- 
gion, jou know, being so very different to 
that we follow. 

Mother. It must be allowed that, as 
respects the outward forms, a great dif- 
ference is apparent between the Jewish and 
Christian churches ; but, if we pass through 
the external ceremonials, to the things sig- 
nified, both religions are substantiaUj the 
same. The children of Israel were taught 
the rudiments of Christianity ; we are fa- 
voured with the lesson complete : their 
system exhibited an infantile character; 
ours presents a manhood appearance : they, 
in their " divers washings," employed literal 
water, which can only cleanse the body ; 
we have the living water, even the eternal 
Spirit, called "the washing of regenera- 
tion," which purifies the soul: they had 
" the blood of bulls and of goats, and the 
ashes of an heifer;" but we^ " the blood of 
the Scm of God:" they came "unto the 
mount that might be touched," with fieshly 
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hands^ even Sinai, " that burned with fire,*' 
and displayed other effects of Jehovah's 
anger ; we, if true Christians, are ** com6 
unto Mount Sion" (which can only be 
touched by the inward spirit), '^and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavenly 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable com- 
pany of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the first-bom, which are written 
in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 
to the spirits of just men made perfect, and 
to Jesus, the mediator of the new cove- 
nant," &c. I should wish you carefully to 
read over, and endeavour to understand, the 
whole Epistle to the Hebrews, or Jews : it 
was addressed, by Paul, to those of that 
people as had embraced the gospel in the 
apostolic age, but who yet retained an affec- 
tion towards the Mosaic ceremonies, which, 
heretofore, constituted the substance of their 
religious worship. To remove this attach- 
ment, the apostle shews the dignity of Jesus 
Christ above angels, and Moses and Aaron ; 
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explains many of the leading types; and, 
from the imperfection thereof, concludes the 
necessity of their entire abolishment. Having 
done this, he subjoins a number of earnest 
exhortations to the Christian duties of boldly 
approaching God through Christ, attendance 
on Gospel ordinances, patience under suf- 
fering, perseverance in holiness, a vigorous 
exercise of faith, and many other equally 
important matters. In fact, you are fur- 
nished with an admirable comment upon all 
the services of God's ancient people, and in 
that comment you wiU have, likewise, the 
meaning of those various services ; and thus 
the New Testament will become a key, with 
which you will be able to unlock the mys- 
teries of the Old, 

Annie* That will be useful. I will be- 
gin, to-morrow, to read the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

Mother, Do so, my dear : but, be sure, 
before you commence reading, to implore 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit ; for, with- 
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out his illuminatioii, you may peruse the 
Scriptures every day till the end of your 
life, and remain totally ignorant of their 
meaning — that is, as far as shall pertain to 
any spiritual benefit. We will now turn to 
the subject which claims our more imme-> 
diate notice, namely — the typical sacrifices 
of, what is styled, the legal or law economy. 
I observe, then, in the first place, that we 
have an account of sacrifices being ofiered 
at the beginning of the world. It seems 
almost unquestionable that, directly after 
the sin of our first parents, the Lord in- 
structed them in this method of obtaining 
the forgiveness of their ofiences. We read, 
'* Unto Adam and to his wife did the Lord 
God make coats of skins, and clothed them." 
These skins were taken from beasts that 
had been slain : it may fairly be presumed, 
therefore, from what afterward occurred in 
Adam's family, that they had been ofiered 
in sacrifice by the offenders. And here I 
cannot help remarking the plainness with 
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which our parents were taught the two 
grand lessons comprising the perfect re- 
demption of ruined mankind. In the blood, 
which flowed from the slaughtered victim, 
we see how the penitent believer can have 
all his "past sins" removed; for, ''without 
shedding of blood is no remission ;'* and, in 
the clothing our parents with garments not 
their own, we are taught our spiritual iia« 
kedness, by nature ; and that, when clothed, 
it is not a robe, wrought /rom, or by us, but 
is derived from another. The hymn yoa 
have often sung is quite to the point: — 

" JeBUB, thy blood and righteousness 
My beauty are, my glorious dress : 
'Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed. 
With joy shall I lift up my head. 

Bold shall I stand in that great day ; 
For who aught to my charge shall lay 7 
Fully absolved, through thee, I am, 
From sin and fear, from guilt and shame." 

Annie, Well, how strange it is, that I 
should have so frequently sung that hymn, 
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and never, till now, saw how beautifully it 
explains the important facts, to which you 
have just referred. 

Mother. Older persons than you, my 
love, are accustomed to read, hear, and sing 
the greatest truths, without understanding 
— ay, without even wishing to understand 
— them. But, I proceed. We are next in- 
formed, that Abel came with " the firstlings 
of his flock," and presented it to the Lord 
as a sacrifice ; and we find that the eye of 
his mind was directed to an object far be- 
yond, with regard to both time and excel- 
lence, the lamb he then brought. He had 
heard something, and he believed what he 
had heard, and proved his reliance thereon 
by the act he performed. " By faith (says 
Paul) Abel offered unto God a more ex- 
cellent sacrifice than Cain, by which he 
obtained witness that he was righteous (or 
right), God testifying of his gifts ; and by it 
he being dead yet speaketh." "Yet speak- 
eth" — that is, he proclaimed, does still, and 
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will ever proclaim, how God can be just, 
and the justifier also, of every sinner, who 
seeks reconciliation in the same manner. 

Annie, I am sorry to interrupt you, my 
dear mother, but I should like you to in- 
form me, why it is written of Abel, that he 
** offered unto God a more excellent sacri- 
fice than his brother Cain ; " for, it appears, 
that the one brought a sacrifice as well as 
the other. 

Mother* I have no objection, Annie, to 
your asking me, at any time, to explain 
what you cannot comprehend. My object, 
in these addresses, is to instruct your mind ; 
but, if you hear without understanding 
what you hear, my labour will be lost. 
Now to your question: Why is it stated 
that Abel offered unto God a more ex- 
cellent sacrifice than Cain? The apostle 
precedes these words by two other httle 
words, which you have overlooked, and 
which contain a solution of the difilculty. 

Annie. Pray tell me what those words 
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Mother. They are these— "% /a»^/' 
Now, I imagine, you are disposed to in- 
quire, How could faith make so great 
a difference? The apostle, in the same 
eleventh chapter of the Hebrews, has pre- 
pared an answer : " Without faith it is im- 
possible to please God." Perhaps you are 
ready to ask again, How can we know that 
Cain did not exercise £Edth as well as Abel ? 
I reply, the nature of the offerings shew 
the state of both their minds. '* Cain (it is 
said) brought of the fruU of the ground an 
offering unto the Lord. And Abel, he also 
brought of the firstlings of his fl^k^ and of 
the fat thereof." Not to dwell too long 
upon this part, I will only remark, that the 
character of Cain's offering was, indeed, an 
acknowledgment of God, as a creator^ and 
testified his admission, that the Being, whom 
he professed to worship, was the God of na- 
ture—hut nothing further. AbeFs offering 
embraced the same acknowledgment, and 
much more. He brought the " firstlings of 
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his flock" — the youngest — "and of the fat 
thereof* — the healthiest, the most unblem- 
ished of the lambs. Oh, how much is seen 
in these few words, if we look at them with 
the light afibrded us by the New Testa- 
ment: "Forasmuch (writes Peter) as ye 
know, that ye were not redeemed with cor- 
ruptible things, as silver and gold, but with 
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot," &c. 
How clear, then, is it, that Abel came to 
God, under a conviction of sin, and sin's 
desert, and by faith in that propitiatory 
Lamb, which God would hereailer provide 
" for the sins of the whole world." Abel, 
enlightened by the Spirit, whose office it is 
to take of the things of Christ, and shew 
them to us, was a true believer in the 
Saviour : Cain, on the contrary, was a Deist^ 
and, like all of that class, a rejecter of the 
Saviour. We are next informed, that " Cain 
talked with Abel his brother : and it came 
to pass, when tliey were in the field, that 



RELIGION AT HOME. 65 

Cain rose up against Abel, his brother, and 
slew him." The subject of their conversation 
is not recorded ; but, it is highly probable, 
from the connexion, that the murderous 
opposition of Cain was on account of his 
brother's religiaus views and practice. The 
apostle John seems to favour such a conclu- 
sion, when he says, *^ This is the message 
that ye heard from the beginning, that we 
should love one another. Not as Cain, who 
was of that wicked on^ (that is, the serpent), 
and slew his brother. And wherefore slew 
he him ? Because his own works were evil, 
and his brother's righteous." The same 
murderous principle has occasioned the 
destruction of God's faithful people in all 
succeeding generations. Hence Christ, ad- 
dressing his persecutors, said, *'Ye are of 
your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from 
the beginning." 

Annie. How very cruel it was of Cain to 
kill his innocent brother ! 
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Mother, It was an exceedingly cruel act, 
and brought upon the murderer the indig- 
nation of the Almighty, who said to hiniy 
"A fugitive and a vagabond shalt thou be in 
the earth/' But, remember, Annie, that all 
unrighteous anger is the seed of murder; 
and, if not overcome, may end in that black 
crime : therefore guard against evil tempers. 
Our conversation must now close for the 
present 





THE WAY OP SALVATION, AS REVEALED IN THE 
JEWISH SACRIFICES, CONTINUED. 

" The types bore witness to his name, 

Obtained their chief design, and ceased ; 
The incense and the bleeding lamb, 
The ark, the altar, and the priest." 

Mother, We have already considered the 
subject of sacrifices, as employed by the im- 
mediate offspring of our first parents, and, 
doubtless, by the latter also, although not 
expressly asserted: for we cannot fairly 
believe, that the children of such parents 
would practise a mode of approaching the 
Divine Being, which mode was sealed with 
his approval, whilst they themselves wholly 
neglected so plain a duty. Throughout the 
patriarchal age, the same sacrificial worship 



68 RELIGION AT HOME. 

was uniformly adopted by God's faithful fol- 
lowers. How many altars were erected by 
Abraham, and his grandchild Jacob, I will 
not stay to notice. Melchisedec, the apostle 
designates ** a priest of the most ]j|^gh God." 
Job, who lived, it is supposed, at thi^ early 
period, offered sacrifices both for his family 
and friends : and God smelled a savour of 
rest, when Noah sacrificed clean beasts and 
birds upon the altar which he built unto the 
Lord. 

Annie. But why were birds brought as 
an offering to God ? 

Mother, The reason for this practice will 
be explained to you shortly. I am pleased, 
however, to see you so attentive to my in- 
structions. — Well, now that the antiquity of 
sacrifices has been proved, we may proceed 
to ascertain by whose authority they were 
commanded : and it will not be dijfficult to 
shew, that their origin is Divine, and that 
the design was highly important. Abel, you 
have heard, offered, through faith, ** a more 
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excellent sacrifice than Cain," Grod testifying 
his acceptance thereof hy some distinguish- 
ing token of regard. Many years afterward, 
when the Israelitish nation were chosen of 
the Almighty to he the depositaries of his 
truth, and to exemplify hefore the world the 
nature of that worship he had ordained, the 
most minute directions were given respect- 
ing the appointed sacrifices, and every other 
part of their religious system. And, let it 
be observed, that the various oiferings must 
not be viewed as possessing in themselves 
any peculiar excellency, which could ren- 
der them pleasing to God : where the heart 
was not rightly engaged, the external forms 
of devotion were incapable of producing any 
good result to the worshipper then, and are 
80 still. 

Annie. The Scriptures, I think, teach us 
this in several places. 

Mother. They do. I will quote a few 
passages, which now occur to my mind, and 
«hew your opinion and mine to be correct. 
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The first is, " Wherewith shall I come before 
the Lord, and bow myself before the high 
God ? shall I come before him with burnt- 
offerings, with calves of a year old ? Will 
the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
or with ten thousands of rivers of oil/' &c. 
Now I beg you will reflect upon the reply- 
given to these inquiries, for it embraces the 
very substance of true religion: "He hath 
shewed thee, O man, what is good: and 
what doth the Lord require of thee, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God." Again : — when 
David had fallen into sin, he was deeply 
convinced that no offerings he could pre- 
sent to the Lord, unaccompanied with a 
thoroughly humbled soul, would be of any 
avail in obtaining forgiveness ; and, on the 
other hand, that a sincerely repentant heart 
alone could not fail to secure the blessing 
of pardon. Listen to his poignant suppli- 
cation: "Thou desirest not sacrifice, else 
would I give it (this he could easily do, to 
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any extent, as a wealthy monarch) ; thou 
deKghtest not in burnt-offering. The sacri- 
fices of God are a broken spirit : a broken 
and a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not 
despise." It is evident, then, from these 
and numerous other portions of the sacred 
word, which might be quoted, that " it is 
not possible that the blood of bulls and of 
goats should take away sin." But it is time 
that we consider the real intention of the 
sacrificial offerings. 

Annie. That is what I am particularly 
anxious to hear. 

Mother. Then the apostle answers your 
wish in the most satisfactory manner, when 
he says (and with reference to the whole of 
the Jewish sacrifices and ceremonies) they 
were " a shadow of things to come ; but the 
body is of Christ." That is, they were in- 
stituted to guide the spiritual worshipper 
to Him whom they typified. "Wherefore 
when He cometh into the world, he saith, 
Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest not, 



72 RELIGION AT HOME. 

but a body hast thou prepared me :*' and 
we have often sung — 

'* Not all the blood of beasts 
On Jewish altars slain, 
Can give the guilty conscience peace, 
Or wash away the stain : 

But Christ, the heavenly Lamb, 

Takes all our sins away : 
A sacrifice of nobler name, 

And richer blood than they." 

Annie. That is a favourite hymn of 
mine. I always feel pleased when I hear 
it sung by the congregation. 

Mother. And, having heard what I have 
said, in explanation of the lines, I trust, 
when you next sing them, not only your 
voice will be engaged, but that you will 
exercise, also, a wise and an understanding 
heart: for singing, like every other part of 
Divine worship, may come under the re- 
buke — " This people draweth nigh unto me 
with their mouth, and honoureth me with 
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their lips; but their heart is far from me. 
But in vain do they worship me." 

Annie, I ought to beg your pardon, my 
dear mother, for interrupting your remarks 
upon the sacrifices. I will not do so again. 

Mother, Never mind, my love. I do 
not object to hear your little remarks, as 
any new thoughts may happen to arise from 
the views which I bring before you. — Now, 
with regard to the creatures selected for 
sacrifice, there is something worthy of ob- 
servation. First, they were those which 
God had denominated clean creatures : then, 
again, their qualities, or dispositions, were 
of the more amiable character. It was not 
allowed to sacrifice the sullen, obstinate ass, 
or the sordid swine, though tame creatures ; 
— much less were the fierce inhabitants of 
the forest, as wolves, bears, and lions, to be 
offered. But the meek dove, the patient 
and unoffending ox, the gentle lamb, and 
the sheep that is dumb before the shearer, 
and '* licks the hand just raised to shed 
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his blood*' — ^these were tbe chosen Tictims. 
Who can calmly contemplate this class of 
animals, and not perceive the close resem- 
blance they bear to Him, who ''once in 
the end of the world hath appeared to put 
away sin by the sacrifice of himself ?" 

Annie, The resemblance is, as you say, 
yery clear. Since we have discoursed on 
these subjects, I have learned that the 
Scriptures are a most wonderful book, and 
altogether different to every other. And, 
as every verse contains something deserving 
reflection, I begin to see, that the reading a 
chapter or more, without pausing to con- 
sider as I proceed, is not the way to derive 
benefit from such a practice. 

Mother, The opinion you have just 
expressed is perfectly right; and, if our 
conversations produced no other advantage 
than that of convincing you of the value of 
the inspired volume, and the reverence due 
thereto, because emanating from the Spirit 
of Truth, I should deem myself amply 
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repaid. The Bible is a mine filled with 
unbounded wealth : dig, by serious, prayer- 
ful meditation, and you shall find gold in 
every part of the consecrated soil. It is 
grievous to see with what indiflPerence many 
peruse the blessed Word : although encom- 
passed with " unsearchable riches," they live 
and die spiritually destitute! Like unto a 
thoughtless individual, who walks, day after 
day, over the richest mines of Peru, and 
never stops to remove the earth, beneath 
which lies an abundance of precious ore, 
which would render him wealthy all the days 
of his life. But, to our subject. — Let us 
next notice the rites connected with the ob- 
lation, and we shall discover further resem- 
blances to our great Sacrifice. The animal 
appointed to be sacrificed^ when brought 
before the Lord, was rendered ceremonially 
guilty (though quite innocent in itself) by 
the imposition of hands on his head, and by 
confessing over it the sins of the offerer. 
So it is written of the spotless Saviour, 
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** The Lord hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all." And, because " it pleased the Lord 
to bruise him, and put him to grief," as "a 
sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he 
openeth not his mouth." This profound 
silence of Jesus, when the falsest accusa- 
tions were brought against him, astonished 
the Roman governor, who, had he been 
better acquainted with the writings of the 
prophets, would have remembered, that the 
sufferer was now fulfilling them to the very 
letter. The innocent animal, made guilty 
by imputation, was slain, and his blood was 
poured out, and sprinkled around. Here 
we see prefigured the violent death of the 
Son of God, who poured out his soul unto 
death, that, by his meritorious blood-shed- 
ding, we might obtain the remission of all 
our sins. The carrying the blood of the 
slaughtered victim into the holy place, which 
fitly represents the heavenly sanctuary, re- 
minds us, too, of our great High Priest, 
who, '* when he had by himself purged our 
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sins, sat down on the right hand of the Ma- 
jesty on high,** where " he ever liveth to 
make intercession'* for all **that come unto 
God by him.*' 

Annie, Then Jesus will intercede for wie, 
-when I come unto God in his name. How 
delightful is this ! 

Mother, It is a very encouraging truth, 
my dear : because we are assured by it that, 
when we come to the throne of grace with 
sincere hearts, although the language of 
our petitions be broken and imperfect, yet 
will they be received and answered not- 
withstanding, for the sake of his pleading 
blood, *' which speaketh better things than 
the blood of Abel." The holy John, who 
was favoured with glorious visions of the 
heavenly state, tells us, " And I beheld, and 
k), in the midst of the throne, and of the 
four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, 
stood a Lamb as it had been slain." And, 
further — "The four beasts and four and 
twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, 
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having every one of them harps, and golden 
vials full of odours, which are the prayers 
of the saints. And they sung a new song, 
saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, 
and to open the seals thereof: for thou wast 
slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy 
blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and 
people, and nation ; and hast made us unto 
our God kings and priests," &c. Well, 
when the sacrifice was offered, and all the 
sacred rites were finished, atonement was 
made. So, also, when Jesus terminated his 
awful sufferings with crying — ** It is finished ! 
and he bowed his head, and gave up the 
ghost " — then was Justice appeased, the law 
magnified, and a propitiation wrought *' for 
the sins of the whole world." Under the 
law, fire, we are informed, came down from 
heaven, and consumed the sacrifices. In 
this we have a striking emblem of that Di- 
vine wrath, which seized upon the soul of 
God's incarnate Son, the anguish whereof 
caused him to utter the bitter exclamation, 
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** My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken 
me?" — I conclude our meeting, to-night, 
with inquiring, Do you not understand, 
from the concise view taken of the legal 
sacrifices, that they most significantly point 
to the Redeemer of mankind, and that, with- 
out such a reference, they must have proved 
a needless waste, and an unmeaning prac*- 
tice ? Do we not learn, likewise, that sin, 
which could not possibly be expiated, with- 
out the endurance of such multiplied and 
severe agonies by the meek and lo^ly Jesus, 
the only-begotten Son of God, must be a 
very dreadful thing? Lastly, Ought we 
not to feel overwhelmed with wonder and 
adoring gratitude by the consideration of 
that unparalleled love to vile sinners, whence 
could issue so valuable a gift for their de- 
liverance from eternal torment ? 

Annie. The things you have mentioned 
I do begin to comprehend : and, I am sure, 
the Old Testament will be read by me, in 
future, with greater interest; because, as 
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you have shewn, it is so closely connected 
with what is written in the New. 

Mother. At our future meetings, it is 
my design to dwell awhile upon some of the 
legal offerings : and this course of instruc- 
tion I am disposed to pursue, that the 
earlier parts of Scripture history may not be 
neglected by you, as is too much the ease 
among many, who, notwithstanding, profess 
to view, with equal reverence and esteem, 
the inspired record throughout. The Bible 
is the voice of God to erring man ; and, 
therefore, whatever is communicated through 
that medium deserves, as it demands, our 
utmost attention. 




THE PASSOVER. 

" Let the angel of the Lord 

His awful charge fulfil ; 
Let his pestilential sword 

The first-bom victims kill : 
Safe in snares and death we dwell, 

Protected, by that crimson sign, 
From the rage of earth and hell. 

And from the wrath divine." 



Mother. At the close of our last even- 
ing's discourse, I promised to bring under 
your consideration the sacrifices, which were 
offered during the Mosaic economy; that 
is, the period which began when Moses 
was chosen by God as the leader of the^ 
Israelites, and which economy continued 
until the commencement of what is called 
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the gospel dispensation : then it was that 
the things the types represented appeared ; 
consequently, there was no further need of 
the shadows when the substance had come. 
In fulfilment of my pledge, I will first no- 
tice the highly significant ordinance of the 
PASSOVER. I hope you are sufificiently con- 
versant with the writings of the Jewish law- 
giver not to require that I should give you 
a very minute detail of all the oppressive 
conduct of Pharaoh towards the Hebrew 
nation. You, doubtless, remember, how, 
in order to make that wicked, persecuting 
monarch, willing to liberate the children of 
Israel from their hard bondage, God sent 
upon him and the Egyptian people plague 
after plague of the direst description ; and 
that, as the effect of the chastisement sub- 
sided, his heart returned to its accustomed 
hardness — or, rather, became increasingly 
obdurate. However, the Almighty was not 
to be set at nought by the puny opposition 
of a creature whom he had formed out of 




RELIGION AT HOME. OtI 

the dust: therefore, finding him determined 
not to yield to lesser manifestations of the 
Divine anger, a visitation of a most tre- 
mendous character was appointed to burst 
upon hjm. The Israelites were directed to 
sprinkle on their door-posts the blood of a 
lamb, whose qualities, the manner of ita 
death, and the rites wherewith its flesh waa 
to be eaten, are particularly described, and 
left upon record for succeeding generations* 
The blood upon the door-posts was to be 
a safeguard against the messenger of death, 
who, instead of inflicting destruction, would 
pass over the habitation, where was seen 
that protecting mark. " I will (says God) 
pass through the land of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all the first-born in the land 
of Egypt, both man and beast ; and against 
all the gods of Egypt I will execute judg- 
ment ; I am the Lord. And the blood shall 
be to you for a token upon the houses where 
ye are : and when I see the blood, I will 
pass over you, and the plague shall not be 



84 RELIOIOIC AT HOME. 

upon you to destroy you, when 1 smite tbe 
land of Egypt." According to the word of 
the Lord, so the event occurred. " And it 
came to pass, that at midnight the Lord 
smote all the first-born in the limd of 
Egypt, from the first-born of Pharaoh that 
sat on his throne, unto the first-bom of the 
captive that was in the dungeon; and all 
the first-bom of cattle. And Pharaoh rose 
up in the night, he, and all his servants, 
and all the Egyptians; and there was a 
great cry in Egypt; for there was not a 
house where there was not one dead!" We 
are next informed, that Pharaoh, seeing this 
sad desolation, immediately called for Moses 
and Aaron, and bade them gather together 
all the children of Israel, with their flocks 
and herds, and depart with the utmost 
speed out of the land. ** And the Egyp- 
tians were urgent upon the people,^ that 
they might send them out of the land in 
haste ; for they said, We be all dead men." 
Annie, Do tell me the meaning of all this. 
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Mother. The signification unquestiona- 
bly was, to teach that, and future ages, that 
sinners could only escape deserved destruc- 
tion through the blood of the Lamb of 
God being sprinkled upon their consciences. 
Hence the apostle tells us of Moses — 
** Through faith he kept the passover, and 
the sprinkling of blood, lest he that de- 
stroyed the first-born should touch them." 
And, addressing Christians, the same writer 
says, *' Christ our passover is sacrificed for 
us." — In preparing for the solemn passover, 
the command of God was, First : — ** In the 
tenth day of this month they shall take to 
them every man a lamb." Secondly: — 
** Your lamb shall be without blemish, a 
male of the first year." Thirdly : — "And ye 
shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the 
same month." Fourthly: — "And they shall 
take of the blood, and strike it on the 
two side-posts, and on the upper door-post 
of the houses wherein they shall eat it." 
Fifthly :— "And they shall eat the flesh in 
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that night, roast with fire, and unleavened 
bread ; and with bitter herbs they shall eat 
it." Sixthly: — "And thus shall you eat it : 
with your loins girded, your shoes on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand ; and ye 
shall eat it in haste : it is the Lord's pass- 
over." Happy should I be, Annie, could 
I unfold to you the many important gospel 
truths, which are wrapped up in these par- 
ticulars ; for I see in them more than I am 
able to express. However, I will endea-- 
vour, for your edification, to make a few 
remarks thereon. Observe, then, first, that 
the lamb was to be taken on the tenth day of 
the month Abib, and kept until the four- 
teenth. Here we are reminded how Jesus,' 
the true paschal lamb, through whose blood 
is everlasting deliverance, rode on that very 
day upon an ass into Jerusalem, and per- 
mitted himself to be taken up for that 
sacrifice, which, within six days after, he 
was made for sin, and ofiered up. It is an 
opinion entertained by some of the Jewish 
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nation, that those who took up the lamh on 
the tenth day, and kept him till the four- 
teenth, '* tied him all that time at one of 
their bed's feet, that he might be in their 
eye to view him oft, whether he were right 
and lawful, and to mind them of what they 
were to go about." We need not give place 
to any painful surmises, or nurture a single 
doubt, as to whether the Lamb we bring, in 
the anas of our faith to God, be ** right and 
lawful:'' this is a fact we dare not ques- 
tion, knowing the purity of his nature, and 
that a voice from heaven proclaimed, *' This 
is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased.^' It is well, however, that we have 
the bleeding sacrifice constantly before the 
eye of our mind, that we may ever cherish 
a lively remembrance of sin's demerit, and 
of our utter unworthiness of the least of 
God*s mercies; and, at the same time, the 
marvellous love, which, under such circum- 
stances, could bestow so choice a blessing. 
Having these views, let it be the employ- 
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ment of our lives to repeat, to all around 
us, the gracious injunction of the Baptist, 
''Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh 
away the sin of the world!" whilst to those, 
who are the professed followers of the meek 
and lowly Saviour, but who lose the vision 
of him to contend about unimportant things, 
we would say, with magnanimous Paul, " I 
determine not to know anything among 
you, save Jesus Christ, and him crucified;" 
and to others, who would make their boast 
in any object beside, we would exclaim, with 
the same champion for ''the faith once 
delivered to the saints," " God forbid that 
I should glory, save in the cross of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is 
crucified imto me, and I unto the world." 
Secondly : the lamb was to be "without ble- 
mish, and a male of the first year." Peter, 
describing the ofiering we bring, tells us, 
He is "a lamb without blemish and withoui 
spot:" and, when Jesus stood in the hall 
of judgment, what was Pilate's testimony 
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concerning him ? This — '* I find in him no 
fauU at all." And "when Pilate saw that 
he could prevail nothing, but that rather a 
tumult was made, he took water, and washed 
his hands before the multitude, saying, I 
am innocent of the blood of this just per- 
son: see ye to it." Again: Christ was 
a male, too — perfect man, as regards his 
human nature, and crucified in the very 
prime of his days. Thirdly : after the lamb 
was slain, the blood thereof was to be struck 
on the two side-posts and the upper door- 
post of the houses wherein it was eaten. 
The killing of the lamb would have been 
vain, unless the blood of the victim were 
sprinkled upon the door-posts. So Christ 
is dead in vain to us, unless his blood be 
applied to our consciences; no salvation 
without this application ! Further, the blood 
being sprinkled above, and on each side of 
the door, teaches, that it must be mingled 
on all that we are, and have, and do ; and 
that all tlmt comes into the mind, from our 
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transactions without, and all that passes ou/- 
toard, from the mind within, must savour of 
Him, whose death has obtained '* eternal 
redemption *' for us. Fourthly : the flesh of 
the lamb was to be eaten, " roast with fire, 
and unleavened bread," and with ** bitter 
herbs." In the roasting of the lamb with 
fire, our attention is called to the consi- 
deration of the fierceness of the sufferings 
the Redeemer endured on our account. 
Hearken to his patient, but mournful cry: 
'*My heart is like wax, it is melted in the 
midst of my bowels. My strength is dried 
like a potsherd ; my tongue cleaves to my 
jaws." A whole lamb was to be eaten in 
every house, — and a whole Christ must be 
the food of every believer. " Verily, verily, 
I say unto you. Except ye eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man, and drink his blood, ye 
have no life in you. Whoso eateth my flesh, 
and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; 
and I will raise him up at the last day. For 
my flesh is meat indeed, and my blood i^ 

4r 
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drink indeed." The lamb was to be eaten 
**m haste." This shews, that, as the soul 
cannot live here, nor hereafter, but by feed- 
ing upon the atoning sacrifice, through faith, 
there must be no delay, no parleying, in 
seeking after, and retaining, this only vital 
religion ; and seems to sound, likewise, the 
solemn injunction in our ears, ''Whatso- 
ever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might; for there is no work, nor device^ 
nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the grave, 
whither thou goest." The " bitter herbs,'* 
with which the lamb was to be eaten, incul- 
cate two important lessons : — First, the bitter 
contrition, which is felt by all true disciples, 
on account of that sin which crucified the 
Saviour : '* They shall look upon me whom 
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for 
Him, as one moumeth for his only son, and 
shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is 
in bitterness for his first-born.** Secondly, 
the "bitter herbs*' explain the cause of that 
variety of afflictions they are made to suf- 
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fer, who deny themselves, and take up their 
cross, as well as glory in the triumphs of that 
borne by their Leader. To these, his true 
followers, he has said, ^'In the world ye 
shall have tribulation: but, be of good 
cheer, I have overcome the world.*' Beside 
the *' bitter herbs," the Israelites were com- 
manded, likewise, to eat the lamb with 
*' unleavened bread." Learn from this the 
necessity of a guileless heart, in order to 
a right profession of attachment to the Sa- 
viour. How appropriate are the words of 
the apostle here : " Christ, our passover, is 
sacrificed for us: therefore let us keep the 
feast, not with old leaven, neither with the 
leaven of malice and wickedness, but with 
the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth." 
Lastly, the lamb was to be eaten with their 
'* loins girded," their shoes on their feet» 
and a staff in their hand. " Let your loins 
(says Christ) be girded about, and your 
lights burning ; and ye yourselves like unto 
men that wait for their lord," &c. ^' Where* 
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fore (says Peter) gird up the loins of your 
mind (let all the truths of the gospel be 
irulif and firmly embraced)^ be sober, and 
hope to the end, for the grace that is to 
be brought unto you at the revelation of 
Jesus Christ," &c. So» again, believers are 
directed to have their **feet shod with the 
preparation of the: gospel of peace" — that 
is, all the movements of the mind within^ 
and the conduct outward, are to be in ac- 
cordance with the oracles of truth. The 
staff they were to take in their hand appears 
to have been intended to remind them of 
their pilgrimage state; and the people of 
God are '* strangers and pilgrims on the 
earth : they desire a better country, that is, 
an heavenly : wherefore God is not ashamed 
to be called their God; for he hath pre- 
pared for them a city." • Now, my love, 
what do you think of the explanation you 
have heard ? 

Annie. I have, my dear mother, been 
exceedingly pleased and instructed. You 
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have, indeed, given ine much to reflect 
upon. 

Mother. Go, then, and meditate upon, 
and pray over, what you have heard, and 
may the Lord hless you in both : for pro- 
fitable meditation leads to self-examination, 
and an acquaintance with ourselves will 
shew us our necessities: this, again, will 
urge to the exercise of prayer, that we may 
have our need supplied ; and, as we receive 
the blessings we seek, there will be seen a 
reason for grateful acknowledgment: thus 
are we fitted to practise the life of a true 
Christian upon earth — a life of prayer and 
praise ! 





THE sqAPE-GOAT. 



" No blood of goats, nor heifer slain, 
For sin could e'er atone: 
The death of Christ shall still remain 
Sufficient and alone. 

A soul. oppressed with sin's desert 

My God will ne'er despise ; 
An humble groan, a broken heart. 

Is our best sacfifice." 

Annie, You desired me to meditate upon 
what you said respecting the passover. I 
can assure you, the observations you then 
taade were so new to me, and the subject, 
which produced them, appears to be so very 
important, that both have engaged my seri- 
ous attention ever since : and, as you pur- 
jfjpse saying more relative to the sacrifices, 



96 EELIOION AT HOME. 

I am come to-night with no small desire to 
listen to your discourse* 

Mother, After such an encouraging state- 
ment» Annie, most cheerfully shall I resume 
my interesting task ; and, believe me, what 
remains to be spoken^ will be found as 
deserving your regard as that you have al- 
ready heard. — I now come to consider the 
expressive ordinance of the scape-ooat, 
which was appointed for the anniversary of 
general atonement. The ceremonies con- 
nected with this day, though in themselves 
but carnal, were, as has been shewn in the 
ordinance of the passover, shadows of *' good 
things to come,'' and, doubtless, must have 
been so understood and entered upon bj 
the spiritual Jews in every age. Let us 
employ a few moments in gathering some 
particulars, which marked the solemn day 
of atonement. The Jewish high-priest did 
not first array himself with his most costly 
attire, but with his linen garments. So 
Jesus, *' the apostle and high- priest of our 
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profession," when he came to expiate our 
sin, did not cover himself "with light as 
with a garment," but with the robe of our 
human nature, which, though "clean and 
white," displayed no external splendour. 
On this day, the high-prie»t offered expi- 
atory sacrifices "for himself, and for his 
household, and for all the congregation of 
Israel." Not so' He, whom Aaron typified: 
"For (observes the apostle) such an high- 
pfiest became us, who is holy, harmless, 
undefiled, separate from sinners, and made 
higher than the heavens ; who needeth not 
daily, as those high-priests, to offer up sacri- 
fice, first for his own sins, and then for the 
people's: for the law maketh men high- 
priests which have infirmity ; but the word 
of the oath, which was since the law, maketh 
the Son, who is consecrated for evermore." 
The high-priest on this day entered into 
" the holy place ttiade with hands " with the 
blood of bulls and goats. This the inspired 
interpreter shews to be emblematical of the 

H 
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entrance of Jesus Christ, the ^ high-priest 
of good things to ' come, by a greater and 
more perfect tabernacle," into the holy place 
" not made with hands," even " heaven it- 
self," having obtained eternal redemption 
for us. But, beside the bullock and the 
ram, which Aaron was to offer on the day 
of atonement, the first for himself, and the 
second for the people, he. was also to take, 
for all the congregation of Israel, two kids 
of the goats for a sin-offering. They were to 
be presented " before the Lord at the door 
of the tabernacle of the congregation." 

Annie. In what part of the Bible shall I 
find an account of the origin, and the seve- 
ral particulars connected with the sacrifice 
of the scape-goat ? 

Mother. The sixteenth chapter of the 
l3ook of Leviticus presents you with an 
ample detail of the services which took place 
on the day of atonement. But, give me 
your patient attention, and I will narrate, 
from what is handed down to us, through 
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the medium of Jewish history, several in- 
teresting facts, not to be found in the 
Scriptures. It would seem, that the insti- 
tution of the important day in question was 
occasioned from this : that Moses, on that 
very day, after three several forty days' 
fasts, came down from the Mount, having 
obtained Israel's reconciliation with God, 
and brought with him the renewed tables, 
and a full commission to build the taber- 
nacles, and to establish worship in the midst 
of them. Seven days before the day of ex- 
piation, they put the high-priest apart from 
his own house, lest any impurity should 
render him unfit for that day's service : and, 
in case such unfitness should arise, another 
priest was appointed as his substitute, that 
the service of the day might not be pre- 
vented. Each day of the seven they caused 
him to sprinkle the blood of the daily sacri- 
fice, to burn the parts of it, to offer the 
incense, and dress the lamps, that he might 
be well practised in the services to be per- 
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formed on the day of expiation. On the 
third day, and on the seventh also, they 
besprinkled him with the ashes of the red 
cow, for fear he might have been defiled by 
the touch of the dead, and not be conscious 
of it. The even preceding the. solemn day 
being come, they allowed him to eat but 
sparingly, because fulness would make him 
drowsy, and he was not permitted to sleep ; 
but all the nightj if he were learned, he 
read and expounded the Scripture to them 
that were with him : if he were not learned, 
some other did, especially out of Ezra, 
Daniel, and Chronicles, places that might 
aifect and prepare him for the service. The. 
day being, at length, come (which was so 
strict a fasting-day as that to eat anything, 
or to do any work therein, would subject 
the offender to excommunication), the high- 
priest prepared himself for his weighty busi- 
ness. First, he put off his ordinary wearing 
clothes, and bathed in water: after which 
ablution he put on the rich garments of the 
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high-priesthood, washed his hands and feet, 
killed the daily sacrifice, burned the pieces, 
offered the incense, dressed the lamps, and 
did all the service belonging to the regular 
daily worship. And so he did by the bullock, 
and seven lambs of the extraordinary sacri- 
fice. When he had done with these, he 
again washed his hands and feet. Next, he 
put off his rich robes, and bathed himself, 
and put on the white linen garments ap- 
pointed. As, first, he went to his own 
bullock, which stood between the temple 
and the altar, laid his hands upon his head, 
and made this confession : "Ah, Lord, I 
have sinned, done perversely, and trans- 
gressed before thee, I and mine house. I 
beseech thee, O Lord, expiate the sins, per- 
versities, and transgressions, whereby I have 
sinned, done perversely, and transgressed, I 
and mine house ; as it is written in the law 
of Moses thy servant, saying, For on this 
day, he will expiate for you, to purge you 
from all your sins before the Lord, that ye 



i 
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may be clean." After this, he went to cast 
the lots upon the two goats, on the north- 
east part of the court below the altar. The 
two lots were usually of gold pieces just of 
one and the same size : on the one of them 
was written "for the Lord;" and, on the 
other, " for azazel." These were put into 
a box, into which the priiest could put both 
his hands. The two goats were set before 
him, one before the right hand, and the 
other at the left ; and on his right hand 
stood the sagan ; and on his left hand stood 
the chief of his father's house. He put his 
hand in the box, and took out the lots : and, 
opening his hands, if the lot for the scape- 
goat came in his right, hand, the sagan said 
to him, ** Sir, lift up your right hand, and 
so. the right hand goat was the scape-goat. 
And if that lot came in his left hand, the 
chief of his father's house said to him, " Sir, 
lift up your left hand ;". and then that was 
the scape-goat, that was on the left hand. 
And he tied a scarlet list upon that goat's 
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head ; and set him there, whence he was to 
be sent away; and the other goat he sent 
where he must be killed. 

Annie, I should like you to explain what 
is to be understood by the terms azazel and 
sagan, just mentioned. 

Mother, There are various opinions re- 
specting the real signification of the word 
azazel. Some think it to be the name of a 
place, either a mountain or cliff, to which 
the goat was led : biit the more probable 
supposition is, that it was a name given to 
the goat itself, on account of his being let 
go, from aiZi a goat, and azaly to depart. 
The epithet sagan is commonly known and 
used in the Hebrew writers. It is very 
evident that he held ah office next to the 
high-priest, and if anything occurred, which 
prevented the latter from acting, the sagan 
officiated in his room. History informs us, 
that most of the ancient nations had vica- 
rious sacrifices, to which they transferred, by 
certain rites and ceremonies, the guilt of 
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the community at large. The Egyptians, 
for example, sacrificed a white bull to Apis : 
they cut off the head of the victim, loaded it 
with execrations, that if there was any evil 
hanging over them, or the land of Egypt, it 
might be poured on that head, and then 
sold the animal to the Greeks, or threw it 
into the Nile. Again, wfe are told, that it 
was a custom among the ancient inhabitants 
of Marseilles, when visited with any pes- 
tilence, to take one of the poorer citizens, 
who offered himself for the purpose ; and, 
having fed him for a whole year with the 
best food, and adorned him with vervain, 
and clothed him with sacred vestmentsj they 
led him round the city, loading him with 
execrations, praying that all the evils, to 
which the city was exposed, might fall upon 
him, and then precipitated him from the 
top of a rock. These superstitious customs 
were, it seems evident, wicked corruptions 
of God's instituted ordinance of the scape- 
goat. 
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Annie. Yes, and how distressingly cruel 
they were. 

Mother. Indeed they were : and you will 
uniformly discover, on examination, that 
cruelty is a prevailing feature in all false 
systems of religion ; whereas the Christian 
religion, in its purity, while it brings glory 
to God, breathes nothing but peace and 
good-will to man. Oh, how thankful ought 
we to be for the blessing of the gospel ! 
But I proceed* — The two goats being thus 
got ready, the high -priest returned to his 
own bullock, laid his hands upon his head 
again, and made a second confession, in 
words nearly similar to the former one. 
After this, he killed the bullock, took the 
blood, and gave it one to stir, that it should 
not congeal. He next took a censer full of 
coals from the altar, filled his hands with 
incense, and put it into a dish.' The censer 
he took in his right hand, and the dish of 
incense in his left, and so went into the 
Holy of Holies, and came up to the ark: 
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there he set his coals down, emptied the* 
incense into his hands, laid it on the coals, 
and remained till the room was full of smoke : 
then he came backward from within the 
veil, having his face still towards the ark. 
Being come out^ he made a short prayer for 
seasonable rains, if it had been droughty, 
and that the sceptre might not depart from 
Judah, nor Israel want sustenance, nor the 
petition of transgressors come before God. 
After this, he took the blood of the bullock, 
which .had been stirred about all this while, 
and brought it within the Most Holy place, 
and sprinkled of it eight times, once upward 
and seven times downward between the bars 
of the ark. Having quitted the Holy place, 
he next slew the goat, took the blood of it 
into the Most Holy place, and sprinkled it 
there eight times, as the other. After some 
other sprinklings, he poured the remainder of 
the blood at the foot of the burnt-offering altar. 
Annie, All this is very interesting: but 
pray tell me what happened to the scape-goat. 
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Mother, Yes, love, I am now coming to 
that part. His next business, then, was to 
send the scape- goat away. He first laid his 
hands upon his head, and .made this con- 
fession : " Ah, Lord, thy people, the house 
of Israel, have sinned and done perversely, 
and transgressed before thee ; as it is written 
in the law of Moses thy servant, For this 
day he will expiate for you, to purge you 
from all your sins, that you may be clean 
before Jehovah." As soon as the priests 
and people, in the court, heard him utter 
the name Jehovah^ they bowed, worshipped, 
and said, " Blessed be the name of his glori- 
ous kingdom for ©ver and ever." And then 
they sent the goat away. About twelve 
miles from Jerusalem, there was a very steep 
and high hill ; between that place and this 
hill ten booths were set up, a mile apart, 
and the nearest about a mile from Jeru- 
salem. Having delivered the goat to him, 
that was to bring him into the wilderness, 
they accompanied him to the first booth ; 
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thence there were some ready to accoropany 
him to the next, others to go with him to 
the third, and thus through all; and at 
every booth, they asked the leader of the 
goat whether he would eat or drink. From 
the last booth they went not quite through 
with him to the high rock, but stood at a 
distance, to see what was done. When he 
came there, he took the crimson list, which 
had be^n tied between the goat's horns, and 
pulled it in two pieces : the one half he tied 
upon his horns, and the other half upon the 
rock. Then he took the goat, and pushed 
him backward off the rock, and by the time 
he reached the bottom he was dashed in 
pieces. And so the man., returned to the 
next booth, and there stayed till it was dark. 
The high-priest, after sending away of the 
goat, had returned to the service again, and 
cut in pieces the bullock and goat that he 
had slain, and whose blood he had brought 
within the veil, and laid their inwards upon 
the altar to be burnt , but their pieces he 
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delivered to some, to be carried without 
Jerusalem, there to be consumed, according 
to the command. At length they said to 
the high-priest, " Sir, by this time the goat 
is gotten into the wilderness." Then he 
went into the court of the women; and 
there, in a pulpit, read a Section or two in 
the law. After which, and having prayed 
eight several prayers, he washed his hands 
and feet, put off his linen clothes, bathed 
himself, put on his rich garments ; washed 
his. hands and feet again ; offered a ram for 
himself, another for the people, and seven 
lambs for the additional offering of the day : 
and then .he offered the daily sacrifice. This 
done, he washed his hands and feet again ; 
put off his rich garments ; bathed himself, 
and put on the linen garments ; washed his 
hands and feet; went into the Most Holy 
place, and fetched out the censer and dish 
that he had left there. Again he washed 
his hands and feet, put off his hnen clothes, 
bathed himself, put on his rich garments ; 
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again washed his hands and feet ; went into 
the Holy place, offered the evening sacri- 
fice, mended the lamps, and so came out. 
Once more he washed his hands and feet, 
put off his rich garments, and resumed his 
ordinary .wearing clothes, and went to his 
house, all the people accompanying him:' 
and he held it a joyful day, hecause he was 
come out of the Most Holy place in safety. 

Annie. The minuteness of all these sin- 
gular arrangements, has raised my surprise 
not a little. Pray tell me, dear mother, 
how you have become acquainted with these 
customs, seeing they never formed a part of 
our religious worship. 

Mother, I would we had leisure to com- 
ment, at large, upon the various duties 
connected with the sacrifice upon which I 
have been dilating; the subject is fraught 
with meaning, unimportant as it might ap- 
pear to a casual observer. I may, however, 
remark, in this place, that the several fresh- 
acts of the high-priest,' being preceded by 
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the washing of his feet and hands, and the 
bathing of his person, serve to shew, that 
all the services of the sanctuary are of so 
holy a character, that none are fitted to 
engage therein, who are not cleansed from 
sin ; as it is written, ** Be ye clean, that 
bear the vessels of the Lord." For this 
purity, the psalmist prays : " Create in me 
a clean heart, O God ; and renew a right 
spirit within me." I hope you will not for- 
get to offer this petition very frequently for 
yourself, that you may be fitted to join in 
the worship performed in the house of God. 
But you wish me to tell you, how I became 
possessed of the knowledge I have relative 
to the ancient temple-service? I reply, that 
the chief of my information has been de- 
rived from the writings of a learned Hebrew 
scholar, whose works we have in the library ; 
and, from them, a very perfect acquaintance 
may be obtained of Jewish customs gene- 
rally. At the present, however, I do not 
recommend books of this description for 
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your study : others there are, upon the same 
subject, of less deep research, which may 
be successfully used as preparatory to the 
examination of those of a higher intellectual 
kind. 

Annie. I should much like to hesgr you 
give a further explanation of some of the 
ceremonies, which were adopted on the so- 
lemn day of atonement. 

Mother. This wish of yours cannot be 
complied with to-night, but shall have atten- 
tion when we meet again. Till that period 
arrive, carefiilly peruse the chapter in Levi- 
ticus, to which I have referred you ; and, 03 
you read, lift up your heart to the throne of 
grace for the illumination of the Holy Spirit, 
that you may understand the truth He ha3 
moved "holy ^en of old** to write for our 
edification and salvation. Oh, we have need 
to cry, with fervour, — 

" Come, Holy Ghost, for moved by thee 
The prophets wrote and spoke ; 
Unlock the truth— Thyself the key, 
Unseal the sacred book." 
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Annie. Well were it for our guilty world 
had those, who have undertaken to write 
on the important subject of religion, been 
moved and assisted by that unerring Spirit, 
of whom Jesus, when addressing his disci- 
ples, said, "He will guide you into all 
truth!" 

Mother, It would, indeed, have been an 
unspeakable blessing had all, who have ap- 
peared as the instructors of mankind, been 
thus infallibly directed themselves : but, in- 
stead of this, we see too great cause to 
deplore the prevalence of a variety of spe- 
culations, which are directly opposed to the 
evident dictates of the Holy Spirit, as con- 
tained in the Bible ; for " all scripture is 
given by inspiration of God, and is profit- 
able for doctrine, fcfr reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness; that the 
man of God may be perfect, throughly fur- 
nished unto all good works." Error, in 
matters connected with the present life, is 
often followed by very painful consequences ; 



114 



RELIGION AT HOME. 



but, afflictive as these may prove both to 
ourselves and others, yet do the worst of 
them sink into insignificance when com- 
pared with results, which flow from wrong 
opinions respecting the way of salvation. 
Every age has had its false teachers : there 
were many when the Saviour was upon the 
earth, and you know he said of them, 
*'They be blind leaders of the blind: and 
if the blind lead the blind, both shall fall 
into the ditch !" The Lord direct you, my 
child, unceasingly by his counsel, and so 
prepare you for that world, where nought 
that defileth can ever come. It is now time 
to retire to rest. Good night. 

Annie, Good night, my dear mother. 





THE SACRIFICE OF THE SCAPE-GOAT MORE FULLY 
EXPLAINED. 

" The scape-goat on his head 
The people's trespass bore, 
And, to the desert led, 
Was to be seen no more. 
In him our Surety seemed to say^ — 
* Behold, I bear your sins away.' " 

Mother, When I entered upon the sacred 
subjects, which have so long engaged our 
attention, I confess that some apprehension 
was entertained, that you would soon grow 
weary of such employment ; but, if I may 
judge of the pleasure they give, by the 
punctuality you evince in coming to this 
place on the evenings appointed for the de- 
livery of my familiar lectures, I should say 
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a growing interest is felt by you as we 
advance. 

Annie. Really, you have stated the plain 
fact. I am not aware, that I have felt more 
true gratification from any book I ever read, 
or any discourse I ever heard, than I have 
derived from your review of the religious 
services performed by God's ancient Israel ; 
and I account for it in this way. Some- 
times, when I have perused a valuable book, 
or listened to a useful address, I have been 
perplexed to understand the meaning of 
many things which came under my notice, 
and, in consequence, I have lost the be- 
nefit which otherwise might have been 
secured to me. But now, you are always 
at hand to satisfy me, as difficulties arise : 
and, let me remind you, that this evening 
I am to be indulged with further useful 
remarks, relative to the important matters 
connected with the day of atonement. 

Mother, It will be remembered, then, 
that I have already brought before you the 
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several leading features respecting the sa- 
crifice of the scape-goat; at the present, 
therefore, I purpose drawing from the literal 
account, recorded by the Jewish lawgiver, 
some spiritual views, to which those exter- 
nal observances seem to lead the Christian 
mind. And I may notice, in the first place, 
that the goat is not a creature possessed of 
any very amiable properties ; on the con- 
trary, that animal is found, in general, to 
display a degree of perverseness, not seen 
in many others of the brute kind. For this 
reason, it may appear strange, that the 
Lamb of God should be prefigured by a 
creature so utterly opposed to his meek and 
lowly character. But, do you not recollect 
that it is written, that God sent ** his Son 
in the likeness of sinful flesh?" May not 
the obstinate nature of the goat, then, fitly 
represent the rugged, unyielding disposition 
of those, whose sins the lovely Redeemer 
bore ? Again, the goat, though commonly 
considered an unclean creature, was classed 
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among the clean beasts in the law of Moses. 
From this we maj learn, that Jesus Christ, 
though reputed a sinner among men, and 
dealt with as such bj God, was, neverthe- 
less, free from the least taint of contami- 
nation. 

Annie, But, why were two goats ap- 
pointed ? or, if two were necessary, why was 
one slain, and the other preserved alive ? 

Mother, Oh, my love, the design of this 
command is perfectly clear. Both are to 
be contemplated as types of the great pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice. The first goat may sig- 
nify the complete satisfaction which Christ 
made to Divine justice by the ofiering up of 
himself: and the second goat may shew the 
blessed result of his propitiatory sacrifice, 
by which, according to the words of the 
angel to Daniel, he " finished transgression, 
made an end of sins, and reconciliation for 
iniquity, and brought in everlasting right- 
eousness.'' In the sending away of the 
goat, so that he was never seen nor heard 
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of again, we have a typical fulfilment of the 
prediction, '* In those days, and in that time, 
saith the Lord, the iniquity of Israel shall 
be sought for, and there shall be none ; and 
the sins of Judah, and they shall not be 
found." The blood- of the slain goat, as 
with all the other sacrifices, was carried 
within the veil, and the body of the animal 
was burned without the gate. Whilst con- 
sidering these practices, we seem to hear a 
voice saying, " Christ being come an high- 
priest of good things to come, neither by 
the blood of goats and calves, but by his 
own blood, he entered in once into the Holy 
Place, having obtained eternal redemption 
for us." Again : " The bodies of those 
beasts, whose blood is brought into the 
sanctuary by the high-priest for sin, are 
burned without the camp. Wherefore Jesus, 
also, that he might sanctify the people with 
his own blood, suffered without the gate. 
Let us go forth therefore unto him without 
the camp, bearing his reproach." 
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Annie, Well, what an excelleDt key have 
we in the New Testament, with which to 
unlock the mysteries of the Old ! 

Mother, It is so. And there remains 
something more to be told you of an ana- 
logous character. The scape-goat, like the 
other, was to be taken from the congregation 
of Israel, and, it is highly probable, pur- 
chased with the public money. Christ, also, 
was taken from among his brethren, and, in 
a sense, bought for thirty pieces of silver 
out of the public treasury, that he might 
be " numbered with transgressors, and bear 
the sins 'of many.*' Matthew informs us 
that, when Judas had betrayed his Mas- 
ter, he was seized with deep remorse, and 
that he brought the thirty pieces of silver, 
and cast them down in the temple ; and 
that the chief priests ''took counsel, and 
bought with them the potter's field, to bury 
strangers in. Wherefore that field was called, 
The field of blood, unto this day." Here we 
have the accomplishment of a prophecy by 
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Zechariah : " So they weighed for my price 
thirty pieces of silver. And the Lord said 
unto me, Cast it unto the potter : a goodly 
price that I was prized at of them." 

Annie. Are you correct in ascribing this 
prediction to Zechariah? The Evangelist, 
whom you have just quoted, states, with 
reference to this event, '* Then was fulfilled 
that which was spoken by Jeremy the pro- 
phet, saying. And they took the thirty pieces 
of silver," &c. I hope, my dear mother, 
you will not think me rude, for thus seem- 
ing to doubt your accuracy ? 

Mother, I can assure you, Annie, that I 
am more pleased than angry with your query : 
because it serves to shew, that you are an 
attentive reader of the Scriptures, and that 
you recollect what you have read. But, I 
must endeavour to remove the difficulty 
you labour under. Understand, then, that 
the word Jeremy is found only in later 
copies of Matthew's gospel, and has been 
thence received into many succeeding trans- 
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lations. It is, howeyer, a mistake ; for the 
prophet, who wrote what the Evangelist 
cites, was not Jeremy, but Zechariah. 

Annie, Thank you for this ezphination : 
pray now proceed. 

Mother. The scape-goat, like the other, 
was presented at the door of the tabernacle 
of the congregation, before the Lord and 
the assembled Israelites. So Christ pre- 
sented himself before both God and the 
people, when, at the passover, he went up 
to Jerusalem, knowing what was to be done 
unto him by Jews and Gentiles. The goat, 
too, was chosen by lot, and Solomon says, 
" The lot is cast into the lap ; but the whole 
disposing thereof is of the Lord.*' We will 
not regard it, therefore, as an accidental 
choice. So Jesus Christ was destined, in 
the eternal counsels, to bear the iniquities 
of mankind. Him, as Peter tells the Jews, 
being delivered into the hands of his ene- 
mies " by the determinate counsel and fore- 
knowledge of God, ye have taken, and by 
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wicked hands have crucified and slain." 
The high-priest was to lay both his hands 
on the head of the victim, devoting it, by 
this act, to the service of God, and trans- 
lating the sins of the people upon it in a 
typical manner. And, concerning the An- 
titype, it is written, " The Lord hath laid on 
him the iniquity of us all." But, ** Surely 
he hath borne our sins, and carried our 
sorrows ; he was wounded for our trans- 
gressions, he was bruised for our iniquities ; 
the chastisement of our peace was upon 
him, and with his stripes we are healed." 
Further: the devoted animal, thus laden 
with sin, was conducted into the wilderness. 
In this wilderness, we may see an emblem 
of those varied privations to which the 
Redeemer was subjected, in consequence 
of his suretiship engagement. The term, 
wilderness, is sometimes employed in the 
Scriptures to denote the Grentiles, as in that 
passage, ''The wilderness and the solitary 
place shall be glad for them (the Jews); 
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and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as 
the rose." Under this view, the type may 
set forth, that the blessing of atonement 
should not be confined to the Israelites, but 
should extend to the world of Gentile sin- 
ners. Come, then, we may exclaim to the 
sons and daughters of fidlen Adam, and 
confess your sins upon the head of the New 
Testament scape-goat ; and if you, with the 
confession, forsake the ways of iniquity, you 
shall receive a free and full forgiveness. 
'' He that covereth his sins shall not pros- 
per ; but whoso confesseth and forsaketh 
them shall have mercy." Thus, Annie, you 
have been furnished with a tolerably copious 
account of the solemn services connected 
with the day of atonement ; and I have en- 
deavoured to explain to you their bearing 
upon the great truths of the Gospel. Now, 
let us terminate the instruction of this even- 
ing with singing what you will perceive to 
be a very appropriate hymn, and which I 
have selected for the occasion. 
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" "When Aaron in the holiest place 
Atonement made for Israel's race, 
The names of all their tribes exprest 
He wore conspicuous on his breast 

His hands a golden censer held, 
"With burning coals and incense filled ; 
"Which clouded all the holy room 
"With odorous streams of rich perfume. 

Arrayed in hallowed vests he stood. 
Sprinkled with holy oil and blood ; 
The tabernacle's sacred frame, 
And all within it shared the same. 

So, when our great Melchisedec, 
The true atonement came to make, 
A holy oil anoints Him too, 
Richer than Aaron ever knew. 

Deep in his breast engraved he bore 
Our names, with every penal score ; 
"When pressed to earth he prostrate lay, 
Shocked at the sum, yet prompt to pay. 

The fragrant incense of his prayer 
To heaven went up through yielding air, 
Perfumed the throne of God on high, 
And calmed offended Majesty." 



126 RELIGION AT HOME. 

At our oext meeting I propose taking a 
passing notice of the legal offerings gene- 
rally, and so close this subject. Before we 
part, however, let me just add the wish, that 
you will not fail, in your prayer to-night, to 
remember who the scape-goat represented, 
and, laying the hand of faith upon his sacred 
head, confess your sins, and supplicate the 
removal of them, through his precious blood. 

Annie. I trust this important duty will 
not be forgotten by me ; and that I "shall 
obtain, through Jesus Christ, pardon, holi- 
ness, and eternal life. 

Mother. The Lord grant you, my child, 
the fulfilment of your wise and pious desire ! 




GENERAL OBSERVATIONS UPON THE VARIOUS 
JEWISH OFFERINGS. 

" No bleeding bird, nor bleeding beast, 
Nor byssop branch, nor sprinkling priest, 
Nor running brook, nor flood, nor sea. 
Can wash sin's dismal stain away. 

Jesus, my God, thy blood alone 
Hath power sufficient to atone : 
Thy blood can make me white as snow ; 
No Jewish types could cleanse me so." 

Mother. I promised to give you some 
considerations, relative to the sacrifices, and 
offerings, generally, as adopted by the Jews, 
according to the command of God, until the 
coming of Him, to whom both the law and 
the prophets bore witness. In fulfilment 
of my pledge, I would remark, that their 
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various sacrifices had the following ends in 
view. First : — To represent, and to be a 
memorial of, the great sacrifice of Christ. 
Secondly : — To teach the desert of sin and 
sinners, death and fire, in the death and firing 
of the victim. Thirdly : — To acknowledge 
their goods received from God, in offering up 
to him something of all they had. Fourthly : 
— To be a matter of worship and religion in 
those times of ceremoniousness ; wherein 
all acknowledged their homage to God, and 
true believers exercised faith on the sufferings 
of the coming Messiah. Fifthly: — To be 
signs of repentance, and pledges of expiation. 

Annie, In reading the Book of Leviticus, 
I perceive there is mention made of many 
ceremonies, beside those upon which you 
have commented. 

Mother. I am aware of that, my dear. 
It was never my intention to collect particu- 
lars of all the customs of the Jewish people ; 
but, by a reference to the more prominent of 
them, to instruct your mind in those great 
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facts of Revelation, which have been the ob- 
jects of the faith of God's people in all ages, 
* and upon a right knowledge and experience 
of which your salvation and mine depends. 
Pursuing this outline, I observe, that the le- 
gal offerings were either of living creatures, 
or of inanimate things. Of living creatures 
they offered these five kinds only — bullocks, 
sheep, goats, turtles, pigeons. Their obla- 
tions of other things were tithes, first-fruits, 
flour, wine, oil, frankincense, salt, &c. The 
ancient patriarchs having been enjoined 
by God to offer sacrifices, the custom soon 
spread into the world. The heathens adopted 
the rite, but loaded it with many ceremo- 
nies, the fruit of their vain imaginations, 
and lost the original design. Before the 
Hebrew tabernacle was erected, no parti- 
cular place was appointed, in which to offer 
sacrifice : those presented in faith were, it 
is probable, consumed by fire from heaven, 
declaratory of their acceptance. Those 
sacrifices, wherein animals were slain, were 
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denominated burnt-offeringSy peace-offer- 
ings, sin-offeringSf and trespass-offerings. 
Let us once more endeavour to trace the 
application of the type to the Antitype. 
The burnt-offering consisted of a bullock, a 
he-lamb, or kid; or, if the offerer were 
poor, a turtle, or a pigeon. The animal 
appointed for sacrifice was brought to the 
east end of the tabernacle, or temple : the 
offerer then placed his hands on its head, 
and, confessing his guilt, transferred his de- 
sert of death on the animal. The priest 
then slew it on the north side of the brazen 
altar, and sprinkled its blood round about 
the altar. Then the skin was taken off, and 
the priest claimed it for his share. The 
inwards and legs were washed, and the 
entire flesh was salted, and burnt on the 
altar. "When the offering was a turtle-dove, 
or pigeon, the priest pinched off its head; 
and, after wringing the blood out at the side 
of the altar, and removing the garbage and 
feathers, almost, but not wholly, cleft the 
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body, and consumed it upon the altar. 
Here we see prefigured the patient and 
meek Jesus, who, having our sins imputed 
to him, offered himself a sweet-smelling 
sacrifice, without spot, to God, to atone for 
our manifold transgressions. How dreadful 
were his agonies, amidst the fire of Divine 
wrath! But, though his soul and body 
were divided for a season, neither was sepa- 
rated from the godhead. 

Annie, The sufferings of tlie Redeemer 
involve a mystery too deep for my compre- 
hension: they are, to adopt the words of 
the apostle, among the '* things the angels 
desire to look into." 

Mother. The apostle, I think, had such 
a reference, if he did not allude to those 
sufferings principally. And I cannot help 
noticing, in this place, the extraordinary 
curiosity and sympathy manifested by the 
celestial visitants on various occasions during 
our blessed Saviour's sojourn upon the 
earth. 
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Annie, Yes, angels attended him upon 
every extraordinary occasion. They sang 
at his birth — they ** came and ministered to 
him** after his temptation in the wilderness 
— one appeared to strengthen him in Geth- 
semane — they were seen at his sepulchre — 
and, as he rose to glory, two, '*in white 
apparel,** stood in the midst of the disciples, 
and said, '* Ye men of Galilee, why stand 
ye gazing up into heaven ? this same Jesus, 
which is taken up from you into heaven, 
shall so come in like manner, as ye have 
seen him go up into heaven.** 

Mother, And, in addition to the several 
attendances of the holy angels you have 
stated, there is reason to believe, that a 
very large company of them followed our 
Lord on his return to his throne. At his 
coming into our world, we are informed, 
there was *' a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God, and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill 
toward men.** At his departure from 



RELIGION AT HOME. 133 

earth, the ancient prediction, douhtless, re- 
ceived its accomplishment: "Thou hast 
ascended on high, thou hast led captivity 
captive ; thou hast received gifts for men ; 
yea, for the rebellious also, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them." And, as 
the triumphant Redeemer drew nigh the 
glorious city, the shining heralds proclaimed, 
'* Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; and be 
ye lift up, ye everlasting doors, and the 
King of glory shall come in." Those within 
the pearly gates are represented as inquir- 
ing, "Who is the King of glory?" To 
which is replied, "The Lord, strong and 
mighty, the Lord mighty in battle." 

Annie. That was indeed the entry of a 
conqueror. But, I am diverting your atten- 
tion from the subject under consideration. 

Mother, I do not object, my dear, to 
digressions of this kind ; they render our 
employment more free and pleasant. — I 
come now to notice what is to be under- 
stood by the feace-offering. In this act, 
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the offerer returned thanks to Grod for his 
mercies, paid vows, or sought to gain new 
favours. On some occasions, the expiration 
of a Nazarite's vow, for instance, a ram was 
offered : at Pentecost they were accustomed, 
it is thought, to offer two male lambs; in 
other cases, the animals might be either 
male or female, and the number few or 
many — only in this, as every oblation, they 
must be without blemish. Almost every 
Hebrew, who was the head of a family, 
offered peace-offerings at the three solemn 
feasts. After the offerer had laid his hand 
on the victim, it was killed at the north side 
of the altar, and its blood sprinkled round 
about the altar: certain parts were salted 
and burnt on the brazen altar ; other parts 
were heaved and waved, together with a 
portion of the attendant meat-offering, and 
given to the priests, that they, and their 
children, might feed thereon, in any clean 
place : the remainder of the flesh, and of 
the meat-offering, was given to the offerer. 
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that he and his friends might feast thereon. 
But here were directions to be observed, 
which we must not overlook. If it was a 
thank-offering for benefits received, the 
flesh was to be eaten that very day ; if it 
was a vow, or voluntary offering, it was to 
be eaten on that and the following day ; 
and if any remained after the appointed 
time, it was to be burnt. May we not read, 
in this ceremony, a representation of the 
Lamb of God, who " made peace for us by 
the blood of his cross/' and thus laid the 
foundation of our everlasting feasting ? And, 
with regard to the obligation imposed upon 
us, does not the consuming of the sacrifice 
by fire inculcate, on the one hand, the mor- 
tification of every carnal affection ; and, on 
the other, the absolute necessity of having 
our hearts so infiamed with love and grati- 
tude, for the manifold benefits brought to 
us by the work of redemption, as that we 
may be always ready to "every good 
work?" 
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Annie. Such instruction, it is plain, can 
be fairly derived from this service, though, 
I must confess, without your guidance I 
should have been slow to perceive the use- 
ful lesson. 

Mother. I will next invite your atten- 
tion to what is called the sin-offerino. 
This was diversified, to shew, perhaps, the 
different degrees of the crime, or to suit the 
ability of the person who made the offering. 
For the sin of a priest, or the occasional sin 
of the whole congregation, or for the Le- 
vites at their consecration, it was a bullock. 
For the entire nation at their solemn feasts, 
and the sins of a ruler, a male kid was to 
be offered. A female kid, or lamb, was 
offered for the occasional sins of a private 
person. If a man could not afford to bring 
a female kid, he gave two turtle-doves, or 
young pigeons — one for a sin-offering, and 
the other for a burnt-offering: but, if too 
poor to bring these, he gave a homer of fine 
flour, without either oil or frankincense. 
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Annie. Will you tell me what quantity 
is to be understood by the homer ? 

Mother. It was the greatest of all the 
Jewish measures. The word is said to be 
taken from hamor^ which signifies an ass, as 
being an ass-load : or it means a heap, — that 
is, so much as would make a good heap. 

Annie. Thank you for the explanation ; 
I will try to remember it. 

Mother. To proceed with my remarks 
on the sin-offering. A ewe-lamb was the 
sin-offering for a Nazarite, at the expira- 
tion of his vow ; also, for a leper, and the 
breach of a Nazarite's vow, &c. If unable 
to offer a ewe-lamb, a pair of turtle-doves 
and two young pigeons were sufficient. The 
animal was brought to the brazen altar; 
and the offender, la3ring his hand on its 
head, transferred his guilt thereupon. Ex- 
cepting the blood of the priest's bullock, and 
of the people's goat, which was taken into 
the sanctuary, the blood of sin-offerings 
was poured out at the side or at the bottom 
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of the brazen altar ; and the fat, being salted, 
was burnt on the altar of the Lord, and the 
rest of the oblations was the priest's: on 
the flesh thereof he and his sons feasted 
in the holy place. The pots, in which the 
flesh was boiled, were rendered unclean, 
and, if of earth, were broken in pieces : if 
of metal, they were to be rinsed with water. 
There were other observances, which you 
may see, at your leisure, in the fourth, 
fifth, and sixth chapters of the Book of 
Leviticus. The trespass-offering was 
diflerent from the sin-offering, as will be 
perceived, on a review of the case of the 
leper, where both ceremonies were enjoined. 
It is, however, not very easy to state the 
difference between the two. Some are of 
opinion, that sin-offerings referred to sins 
of omismut and trespass-offerings to sins 
of commission: others suppose the former 
made atonement for sins committed through 
ignorance of the law; the latter for sins 
which a person committed through inatten- 
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tion to his conduct: but those interpreta- 
tions do not agree with Moses' laws. I 
will dismiss this part with just observing, 
that both the sin and the trespass-offerings 
call up the attention of the spiritual mind 
to the consideration of Him, who endured 
tbie punishment due to aU our sins, that, 
according to the emphatical language of 
Scripture, our transgressions might be re- 
moved "as &r as the east is from the 
west;" — or, as Hezekiah expresses the Di- 
vine forgiveness, in his case, "thou hast 
cast all my sins behind thy back." 

Annie. I will break the chain of your dis- 
course while I say, that the portions you 
have just quoted, I have lately thought to 
be extremely significant, consolatory, and 
beautiful : for, what do they speak to any 
mind capable of reflection ? That so surely 
as the east and the west can never come 
together, as certain is it that sins, once 
pardoned, can never more appear against 
the perpetrator of them. Again : whatever 
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is cast behind the back must ever remain 
hidden from observation. I repeat, such 
expressions as these are not more elegant 
than cheering in the highest degree. 

Mother, Your criticism is creditable to 
your judgment. I hope you will continue 
so to weigh the meaning of God's word as 
you peruse it. Hasty readers of that blessed 
Book are negligent readers, and reap no- 
thing from all their labour. They resemble 
persons, who journey with breathless rapi- 
dity over a valuable soil, making, now and 
then, it may be, a momentary pause to 
glance at the interesting scenery around 
them ; but who never think of the precious 
metals, which lie beneath the surface. Ber- 
nard says, 

** Men'i works with heaps of chaff are stored, 
God's Book doth golden grains afford : 
Then leave the chaff, and spend thy pains 
In gathering up the golden grains." 

Annie, The Scriptures may be compared 
to " treasure hid in a field ;** and I can say, 
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that the more attentively I examine them, 
the greater is my admiration and love of 
them. 

Mother. Let us now resume our reflec- 
tions upon the suhject especially claiming 
our attention, and upon which I have hut 
little more to say : for, as I have already 
stated, my design was to furnish an out- 
line, merely, of Jewish customs, so that you 
might he enahled to apprehend their direct 
hearing upon antitypical things. What re- 
mains to he considered, then, were not 
sacrifices, hut gifts. First : Meat-offer- 
ings. These were always to attend hurnt- 
oflerings and peace-offerings, and the sin- 
offering and trespass-offering of the leper. 
Here they used flour, oil, frankincense, and 
salt, and, at certain times, a huUock, a ram, 
a lamh, or a kid, was sacrificed. In these 
meat-offerings, we contemplate Jesus, as the 
fruit of the earth, who was prepared hy the 
Holy Ghost, hy sufferings inexplicable and 
powerful intercession, to be, as Mediator, 
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the eternal delight of Jehovah, and the 
"living bread" of those who should be 
brought, by the same Spirit, into holy fel- 
lowship with him. The same offerings re- 
mind us, likewise, of the various spiritual 
services of the saints, which are continually 
presented to God, in the name, and with 
the perfuming merits, of "the Lord our 
Righteousness." Secondly : Drikk-offer- 
INGS. These were not oifered alone, but 
with the meat-offering. The wine and oil, 
used upon this occasion, were to be in equal 
proportions. Part of the wine was poured 
on the meat-offering, and that was burnt ; — 
what remained was the priest's. If the 
whole meat-offering was consumed, the 
wine, without question, went with it. Per- 
haps by the oil we are to understand the 
measureless gift of the Spirit poured upon 
the Redeemer, by which he was fitted for 
his great undertaking of doing and suffering 
on our behalf, as it is written concerning 
him : " The Spirit of the Lord God is upon 
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me ; because the Lord hath anointed me 
to preach good tidings unto the meek," &c. 
And by the wine may be meant the strength, 
by which he was enabled to bear up imder 
the awful burden of our iniquities, till he 
had made that full atonement which infi- 
nite Justice demanded ; and without which 
almighty power, he must have sunk : there- 
fore, we read, ** He, through the eternal 
Spirit, offered himself without spot to God." 
Thirdly: The half-shekel. This sum 
every Jew, on coming to manhood, was to 
give yearly to the service of the tabernacle, 
or temple, for the ransom of his soul. The 
richest was to give no more, and the poorest 
no less. How strikingly does this practice 
bring to our minds that Redeemer, who 
gave his life a ransom for us ; and, at the 
same time, shew the equal need, of both 
poor and rich, of that sacrifice, in order to 
their salvation ! As I have touched but 
superficially upon the various offerings, I 
trust you have been attentive to notice the 
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several Scriptures which I have mentioned 
in passing. 

Annie. I have carefully'attended to this ; 
for I feel desirous of understanding these 
matters, now that I find so much meaning 
is contained in them. I should like you 
to inform me, what was the amount of the 
half-shekel, in our money. 

Mother, Its precise weight cannot he 
clearly ascertained. Some make it, in silver, 
of the value of half-a-crown, others three 
shillings. The more prevalent opinion seems 
to he, that its value, in silver, was two 
shillings, threepence, and one-and-a-half 
farthing; in gold, one pound sixteen shil- 
lings and sixpence. I observe, further — 
that, beside the offered gifts I have enume- 
rated, there were also comprehended, in 
that term — tithes, first-born, firstlings, first- 
fruits, consecrated things, and the sacred 
oil, and incense. But it is time I drew to 
a conclusion : in doing so, I must not omit 
saying, that God never required these obla- 
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tions, as though possessing any merit in 
themselves, and capable of removing the 
slightest sin : on the contrary, when He ap- 
peared, to whom the whole pointed, they 
were spoken of as altogether useless. " Sa- 
crifice and offering (said the Antitype) thou 
didst not desire ; mine ears hast thou opened, 
burnt-offering and sin-offering hast thou 
not required. Then said I, Lo, I come ; 
in the volume of the book it is written of 
me, I delight to do thy will, O my God : 
yea, thy law is within my heart." And 
how fearfully applicable are the words of 
the prophet to those, who, in the times of 
the gospel, would determinately perpetuate 
(as the Jews, very generally, are disposed to 
continue) the ceremonial dispensation : ** He 
that killeth an ox is as if he slew a man ; he 
that sacrificeth a lamb, as if he cut off a 
dog*s neck ; he that offereth an oblation, as 
if he offered swine*s blood ; he that bumeth 
incense, as if he blessed an idol. Yea, they 
have chosen their own ways, and their soul 

L 
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delighteth in their abominations. I also wiU 
choose their delusions, and will bring their 
fears upon them." At some future period, 
not far distant, I hope to have an opportu- 
nity of bringing before you a series of reflec- 
tions upon a variety of other typicaL things, 
which occupy a prominent place in Old Tes- 
tament history, namely — Noah's ark, the 
ram, the ladder Jacob saw, the pillar of fire, 
the manna, the rock in the desert, the brazen 
serpent. Also, the tabernacle, the temple, 
the ark of the covenant, the mercy-seat, or 
propitiatory, the altar, the laver, the golden 
candlestick, the incense, the anointing oil, 
&c. All these possess a significance fraught 
with the most useful instruction ; and which 
we, who possess the Scriptures in a com- 
plete form, are well qualified to obtain : for 
the New Testament, as has been repeatedly 
seen, clearly explains to all, who are will- 
ing to be taught, the purpose of the Al- 
mighty, in the various institutions of his 
appointment under the legal economy. The 
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early Jews, doubtless, who were spiritual, 
saw the substance through the medium of 
the several signs, and were worshippers of 
the God of Israel "in spirit and in truth," 
though living in an age of much obscurity — 
" not day, nor night.'' And, be it remem- 
bered, that only those Christians now, whose 
minds . are illuminated from above, really 
understand the will of God, as contained in 
his word, and are to be considered of the 
number of his believing people. 

Annie. I shall long for the time to ar- 
rive, when you will be able to unfold the 
meaning of the interesting types you have 
just enumerated. 

Mother, This evening I have detained 
you beyond the accustomed hour at which 
we usually terminate our meetings. I enter- 
tain the hope, however, that our inquiries 
will not prove a waste of precious time, but 
produce in us an increasing desire to be- 
come better acquainted with the ways and 
will of God. However, as our conversa- 
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tion must terminate, for the present, let us 
now, my love, sing the Doxology : — 

" Praise God from whom all blessings flow ; 
Praise Him all creatures here below ; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host ; 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost !" 

Mother. Good night, Annie. The Lord 
preserve you! 

Annie, May the Lord bless you, dear 
mother ! Good night. 





GENERAL REMARKS UPON THE NATURE AND 
DESIGN OF THE ANCIENT SACRIFICES. 

" Israel^ in ancient days, 
Not only had a view 
Of Sinai in a blaze, 
But learned the gospel too : 
The types and figures were a glass, 
In which they saw the Saviour's face." 

Mother. I should like you to tell me, 
Annie, what impression has been made up- 
on your mind by the recent investigations 
of the ceremonial part of Jewish worship. 
You have been interested, I am persuaded : 
but to amuse, by the introduction of novelty, 
was not my object. 

Anrde. You will, I am sure, believe me 
when I say, that the explanations, with 
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which you have accompanied the singular 
Israelitish customs, have created such a 
thirst after a full acquaintance with those 
divinely-appointed services, that I have re- 
solved to persevere in my examination of 
the Sacred Volume, until I become pos- 
sessed of all that the inspired Moses has 
written upon the subject. 

Mother, Your intention is conunendable. 
But, as the Jewish lawgiver was incompe- 
tent to record what he gave to posterity 
without the illumination of the Holy Spirit, 
neither will you, as has been stated before, 
be able to penetrate into their hidden signi- 
fication, deprived of the same aid. 

Annie, The observation you have just 
made I am convinced is perfectly true ; and 
this conviction rests upon what has come 
within my limited experience. Sometimes, I 
have gone to the word of God, and selected 
a chapter for the purpose of thoroughly un- 
derstanding all that was contained there- 
in ; but, I frankly declare, that often, when 
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I have read with this detennlnation, my 
mind seemed to be entirely dormant, — all 
has been dark, barren, and dead. At other 
times, when I have resorted to the Scrip- 
tures, although not careless, yet without 
such a fixed purpose to discover their mean- 
ing, as I have expressed, light has suddenly 
shone upon the letter, and a single verse 
has imparted more beauty and sweetness 
than I can describe. Also, when I have 
been walking alone, a passage has unex- 
pectedly risen in my mind, and, as I con- 
tinued to meditate, fresh views crowded so 
fast upon me, that I could scarcely sustain 
their pressure. 

Mother, Thus, my dear girl, have you 
been taught the difference between unas- 
sisted human effort, and the free operation 
of the Holy Spirit, apart from mental ex- 
ertion. God, occasionally, works without 
us, that we may understand his sovereign 
power; at other seasons, he accompanies 
the use of means, that we may be stimu- 
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lated to resort to them as channels, through 
which a hlessing is to be expected to come, 
and that we may be guarded against the 
evil of slighting them: we are liable to 
error on both sides. We should not so 
depend upon Divine aid as to neglect 
appointed means ; nor so rely upon the best 
means as to overlook the indispensable ne- 
cessity of grace, to render them beneficial. 
With regard to those instantaneous, unex- 
pected, and unsought communications of 
light and power, to which you have alluded, 
we must say, as our Lord has said, ** The 
wind bloweth where it listeth." The natural, 
like the heavenly, wind blows when, where, 
and as it pleases, in so far as that we can 
neither command, confine, nor, in a sense, 
stay its infiuence. 

Annie, By the light which has shone 
into my mind, during your addresses, I 
have been led to discover much important 
truth, through the medium of external sym- 
bols. Clearly do I see the application of 
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the typical offerings to Christ. Indeed, if 
they had no such application, they would, 
as it appears to me, constitute a most vain 
exhibition. 

Mother, Ay, and not only would those 
sacrifices be without significance ; but their 
frequent repetition, through so many ages, 
would prove a needless expenditure of useful 
blessings : and, what is still worse, cast op- 
probrium upon Him who commanded them. 
But their great design is too apparent to be 
misconstrued. What, then, are we taught 
by the shed blood of the various slaughtered 
victims? The Scriptures reply, "Without 
shedding of blood is no remission;" — and 
then add, for our further instruction, " It 
is not possible that the blood of bulls and of 
goats should take away sins;" — therefore, 
we must have 

" A sacrifice of nobler name, 
And richer blood than they :" 

And God, as Abraham assured his son, 
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Isaac, has provided " himself a Lamb for a 
burnt-offering." 

Annie. With what majesty of language 
does the apostle, in the first chapter of his 
Epistle to the Hebrews, shew the comple- 
tion of the Redeemer's work of atonement : 
'* Who being the brightness of his Father's 
glory, and the express image of his person, 
and upholding all things by the word of his 
power, when he had by himself purged our 
sins, sat down on the right hand of the 
Majesty on high." 

Mother, In that scripture we see how 
our High-priest differed from the high- 
priest under the law: he, after a typical 
manner, put away sin, but it was not " by 
the sacrifice of himself I" but of the slain 
animals, whose blood he carried into the 
holy place. In another part, also, of the 
same Epistle, as was quoted when we last 
met, it is recorded of the Saviour, that he, 
" through the eternal Spirit, offered himself 
without spot to God." Again : the Messiah, 
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speaking by the prophet, says, " I have 
trodden the wine-press alone; and of the 
people there was none with me." And 
how exactly was this prediction fulfilled, 
when the whole of his disciples ''forsook 
him, and fled!" Therefore, we are amply 
warranted in giving full credence to the 
declaration of the Redeemer, "Mine own 
arm brought salvation, and my fury (against 
the powers of darkness — or, the zeal of my 
inextinguishable love for ruined man) it 
upjield me." 

Annie. After reading these and similar 
affirmations, I cannot imagine how any un- 
prejudiced, thinking person can maintain 
the opinion, that Christ was but a man. 
Such language as that quoted, from the 
lips of a frail mortal, would be the height of 
extravagance. Besides, is it not written, 
" None (of the human race) can by any 
means redeem his brother, nor give to God 
a ransom for him?" But Jesus has ** re- 
deemed us from the curse of the law; " — 
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Jesus has given "his life a ransom for 
many :*' therefore, Jesus must be more than 
human ! 

Mother, Your reasoning is both simple 
and conclusive. If our Deliverer had not 
been Divine as well as human, the blood of 
the beasts, offered imder the law, would 
have as effectually atoned for our transgres- 
sions, as that which flowed from his veins : 
and, as the apostle argues, "the worship- 
pers, once* purged, would have had no more 
conscience (or consciousness) of sins." But 
their weakness and insufficiency is evident, 
from their variety and constant recurrence, 
as well as from the inferior character of the 
animals offered. I fearlessly assert, that the 
millions of sacrifices slain, from the erection 
of the tabernacle to the appearing of the 
Messiah, had not virtue to expiate a single 
sin : they could bring no peace to the awa- 
kened conscience, but as the sinner looked, 
by faith^ through them, to the Saviour, and 
reposed upon his meritorious oblation — the 
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body' and sttbstance of them all! In Him 
** Mercy and Truth are met together : 
Righteousness and Peace have kissed each 
other." 

" Hell is vanquished, Heaven appeased, 
God is reconciled, and pleased." 

Annie. That is a very delightful verse 
you last quoted from the Psalms : for, were 
the Divine Being to shew mercy unsanc- 
tioned by truth, or to impart peace in viola- 
tion of righteousness, his government would 
be based upon injustice, and one improper 
act might be followed by another; so that 
there could be no security for either the in- 
habitants of heaven or earth. Am I right? 

Mother, Your sentiment has my perfect 
acquiescence. Happily for us, we have to 
do with One, who is neither unjust nor 
capricious; but remaineth "without varia- 
bleness, or the shadow of turning — from 
everlasting to everlasting." Oh! what a 
boundless gulf was made, by the sin of 
man, between Mercy and Truth ! but eter- 
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nal Wisdom devised a method, by which 
thej could meet. He, who fiUeth all space, 
entered the direful gap as Mediator, en- 
dured the demand of inflexible Truth, and 
thus became a way, by which the vilest 
transgressor might return, and share the 
ardent embrace and sure protection of 
unchanging Mercy. Now the heralds of 
salvation can sound, throughout the habit- 
able universe, the blissful tidings, '* God can 
be just, and the justifier of him which be- 
lie veth in Jesus !" 

Annie. Certainly, the statements of Scrip- 
ture afford the largest encouragement to all, 
who feel their need of redemption. How 
expansive, for instance, are these declara- 
tions : " The Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all." — ** Behold the Lamb of 
God, which taketh away the sin of the 
world."—" The blood of Jesus Christ clean- 
seth from all sin." — " He is the propitiation 
for our sins : and not for ours only, but also 
for the sins of the whole world." 
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Mother. They are words of consolation 
truly ! Did any nurture a doubt concern- 
ing the truth of them, that doubt might 
well depart, when we call to remembrance, 
that the blood of our Surety is distinguished 
by the high epithet, "the blood of GodT 
that is, of one, in whose glorious person are 
consociated the Divine and human natures. 

Annie. It is both pleasing and profit- 
able, to trace the connexion between the 
legal sacrifices and Him, in whom we see 
the types consummated. Upon this subject, 
the lines of the poet are very expressive : — 

" O Thou, whose oflfering on the tree 
llie legal offerings all foreshewed, 
Borrowed their whole efiect from thee, 
And drew their virtue from thy blood. 

Forward they cast a faithful look 
On thy approaching sacrifice ; 

And thence the pleasing savour took, 
And rose accepted to the skies." 

Mother, Those, whose minds have been 
duly enlightened from above, readily per- 
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ceive a perfect harmony subsisting between 
the law, the prophecy, and the gospel ; and 
all spake, as with one voice, of the Saviour's 
sacrifice. Moses clearly saw the day of 
Christ, as the patriarch, Abraham, had done 
previously, and therefore told the Israelites, 
*' A prophet shall the Lord Grod raise unto 
thee of thy brethren, like unto me, unto 
him shall ye hearken,*^ And when that 
prophet appeared, God proclaimed, in the 
hearing of those who came to witness his 
baptism, '* This is my beloved Son, in whom 
I am well pleased, hear ye him." The first 
martyr under the Christian dispensation, in 
his faithful address before the Jewish san- 
hedrim, applied the prediction of Moses to 
that *' Just One, of whom (said he) ye have 
been the betrayers and murderers." Both 
the Old and New Testaments are the 
breathing of the same Spirit. " The Old," 
as has been judiciously remarked, " is the 
New under a cloud, and the New is tlie 
Old with sunshine ; that not only upon the 



RELIGION AT HOME. 161 

mount (of transfiguration), but even through- 
out the Old Testament, Moses and Ellas' 
law and prophecy, talk to Christ, and speak 
'of his decease, which he should accomplish 
at Jerusalem.* " Thus, by laying law and 
prophecy forward to the gospel, we see 
Moses and Elias in their glory; and by 
laying gospel backward to the law and pro- 
phecy, we see Christ in his glory. The 
writer, to whom I have just referred, ob- 
serves, likewise, with as much wisdom as 
elegance, "As Moses, or the law, begins, 
so the gospel ends ; and as Elias, or pro* 
phecy, ends, so the gospel begins ; God 
rolling the Scripture even in itself, and 
shewing us Moses, and Elias, and Christ, 
talking together on the outside of the taber- 
nacle ; much more do they within. With 
the creation of heaven and earth the law 
begins ; and with the creation of a new 
heaven and a new earth the gospel ends. 
With the garden of God, and a tree of life, 
the law bes^ins ; and with a better garden 
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of God, and a better tree of life, the gospel 
ends." For it is written, " In the midst 
of the street of it, and on either side of 
the river, was there the tree of life, which 
bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded 
her fruit every month: and the leaves of 
the tree were for the healing of the na- 
tions." — But we must not prolong our 
observations to a greater extent ; it is time 
to separate. At our next meeting, I pur- 
pose closing my addresses, when, if the 
Lord will, I shall notice a subject which 
will apply more directly to ourselves. 

Annie, May the proposed discourse prove 
as interesting and profitable as that I have 
now been hearkening to ! 





THE NATURE OP TRUE RELIGION. 



" Lord, if thou from me hast broke 

The power of outward sin, 
Burst this Babylonish yoke, 

And make me free within. 
Bid my inbred sin depart, 

And I thy utmost word shall prove. 
Upright both in life and heart, 

And perfected in love l" 

Mother. We have proceeded somewhat 
extensively into an examination of the sa- 
crificial work of our blessed Redeemer, and 
are established, I trust, in the belief, that, 
through his meritorious sufferings, a way 
has been prepared, by which the ruined 
children of Adam can return to God, and 
obtain the forgiveness of sins, and ** an in- 
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heritance among all them wbich are sancti- 
fied." We have already seen that, although 
God's methods of imparting Divine truth 
have borne a variety of aspects, his design 
has been unaltered from the beginning; 
namely, *' to give light to them that sit in 
darkness, and in the shadow of death, to 
guide our feet into the viray of peace." In 
order to the accomplishment of this im- 
portant change, which alone is salvation, 
two things are indispensable — pardon and 
purity : the one is the result of a work done 
for us, the other is a work performed in us. 
Annie, I have long felt very desirous of 
hearing your views upon this subject. My 
mind has been much perplexed by the con- 
flicting opinions contained in different pro- 
ductions I have read ; and some preachers, 
too, have, by their reasonings, increased 
rather than removed my confusion. But 
you have brought the matter into a narrow 
compass indeed, by exhibiting it in two 
simple, intcllijriblc, but weighty points, so 
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that I can hardly fail to get right ideas 
thereupon. , 

Mother, I am most anxious, my child, 
that you should become possessed of the 
truth, — not as it is in creeds, or human 
schemes of theology, orthodox as they may 
seem to be, — but " as it is in Jesus." The 
history of the world presents different forms 
of church-government and worship. At one 
period, the services of religion were not con- 
fined to any particular spot; but separate 
families, who reverenced the true God, con- 
gregated around their own domestic altar, 
and there performed those pious duties, 
which they could not practise within the 
limits of a public sanctuary. Afterward, we 
see an order of priests established, and main- 
tained through succeeding ages, by whom 
Divine worship was carried on, according to 
prescribed rules — first, in a tabernacle — 
next, in a consecrated temple. Originally, 
it pleased the Creator to reveal his gracious 
will to a few individuals, as Abraham, Noah, 
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Lot, and other of the patriarchs, who were 
" preachers of righteousness " to the multi- 
tudes around them : then appeared a com- 
pany of prophets, who continued enlightening 
mankind until He came, to whom they all 
bore witness, — and now the legal economy 
departed, and the gospel dispensation be- 
gan. This change introduced an entirely 
new arrangement. The Jews, through their 
wilful and determined obstinacy, were cast 
off; and the Gentiles, who were ''not the 
people of God," in a national sense, became 
80. To them the apostle addresses the fol- 
lowing solemn admonition : " Thou wilt say, 
then. The branches were broken off that I 
might be graffed in. Well, because of unbe^ 
lief they were broken off, and thou standest 
by faith. Be not high-minded, but fear : 
for if God spared not the natural branches, 
take heed, lest he also spare not thee. Be- 
hold, therefore, the goodness and severity of 
God : on them which fell, severity ; but 
toward thee, goodness, if thou continue in 
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his goodness; otherwise thou also shalt be 
cut off. And they, also, if they abide not 
in unbelief, shall be graffed in ; for God is 
able to graff them in again.*' The privi- 
leges of religion are no longer circumscribed 
within the pale of the Jewish church ; but, 
according to the command of the ** Captain 
of our salvation," the divinely-commissioned 
heralds of truth go forth '* into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature,'* 
testifying to " Barbarian, Scythian, bond and 
free" — " Now then we are ambassadors for 
Christ, as though God did beseech you by 
us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye 
reconciled to God. For he hath made him 
to be sin (J. e, a sin-offering) for us, who 
knew no sin ; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.*' And then, 
contrasting the gospel with the former legal 
economy — the antitypical with the typical 
state — the spiritual substances with a system 
of shadowy, fleshly ordinances, which could 
not " make the comers thereunto perfect" — 
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the apostle sajs, '*Ye are not come unto 
the monnt that might be touched, and that 
burned with fire, nor onto blackness, and 
AskrVtftHM^ and tempest, and the sound of a 
trumpet, and the Toioe of words ; which 
Toice they that heard entreated that the 
word should not be spoken to them anj 
more; and so terrible was the sight, that 
Moses said, I exceedingly fear and quake : 
but ye are come unto Mount Sion, and unto 
the city of the living God, the heavetdy 
Jerusalem, and to an innumerable company 
of angels, to the general assembly and 
church of the first-bom, which are written 
in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, and 
to the spirits of just men made perfect, and 
to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant, 
and to the blood of sprinkling, that speaketh 
better things than the blood of Abel." Mark 
here, with what force, as well as beauty, 
the inspired penman closes his glorious 
summary — "the blood of sprinklinff^ that 
speaketh better things than the blood of 
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AbeV In these few words, he brings the 
two dispensations in direct contact — the first 
with the last sacrifice. The cry of vengeance 
issues from the law, the cry of mercy rises 
from the gospel. Hence we are instructed, 
that as many as are under the law are under 
the curse; whilst those who are under the 
gospel are under the blessing: on Mount 
Zion (not Sinai) **God commanded the 
blessing, even life for evermore." 

Annie. Your comment upon the apostle's 
concise but expressive parallel is exceed- 
ingly appropriate. I will venture to say, 
that your explanatory remarks will be last- 
ingly beneficial to me. 

Mother. If the result of my humble 
teaching be as you say, I shall be richly 
rewarded for all my labour. Had I aimed 
to amuse you, merely, I could have selected 
a number of pretty tales, which might, in- 
deed, have both charmed your imagination 
and taught a correct moral demeanour, and 
BO have gained you the approbation of po- 
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lished society ; but, with these advantages, 
you might have continued a stranger to God, 
the value of your soul, and the way of sal- 
vation, — and proceeded on the journey of 
life without a single serious thought con- 
cerning eternity ! And then what .^ . • . Oh ! I 
cannot endure the reflection of a mother's 
neglect and a child for ever lost ! 

Annie. Oh ! my dear mother, I trust the 
charge of culpable neglect will never be 
brought against either: nay, I am sure it 
cannot be laid upon you I 

Mother. Attend now to what further I 
have to ofler. You are taught, by the 
word, that all mankind have sinned, — that, 
in consequence of sin, all are, '* by nature, 
the children of wrath,*' and separated from 
God, and happiness, — that man has no 
ability, of himself, to return to Him, from 
whom he has wandered ; and that, so living 
and dying, there will be a gulf fixed be- 
tween the creature and the Creator for 
evermore : ** the wicked shall be turned 
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into hell ! " But the Being, whom we have 
offended, is not willing that any of our race 
should perish — nay, rather, that all " should 
come to the knowledge of the truth," and he 
saved: in furtherance of his henign and 
gracious will, he has provided the means for 
our recovery to his favour, and felicity eter- 
nal. His only-hegotten Son has descended 
from heaven to earth ; and he informs 
us what was the intention of his mission : 
" God sent not his Son into the world to 
cmidemn the world ; but that the world 
through him might be saved,** Again : 
" This is the will of him that sent me (says 
the Redeemer), that every one which seetk 
the Son, and believeth on him, may have 
everlasting life.** It is for us, then, by the 
illumination of the Holy -Spirit, to see the 
Son in his person, work, and oflSces, and 
their adaptation to our deep necessities ; 
and so to believe concerning sin and the 
Saviour as that we receive, through his 
sacrifice^ a free and full remission of all our 
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transgressions ; and by his Spirit^ become 
regenerated — changed from the earthly into 
the heavenly Adam ! This is the process 
of our restoration ; and all, who have been 
** led by the Spirit" to the Son^ and through 
the Son to the Father^ are ** the children 
of God," not by name merely, but nature 
really. By the Spirit of adoption they cry, 
** Abba, Father," and their Divine parent 
bears witness that they are his children — 
*' heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Jesus 
Christ." Many so rest in the sacrifice of 
the Redeemer, as to lose sight of him as 
their example ; whilst others there are, who 
contemplate him as their example, and over- 
look his atonement: but, were the walk of 
any individual of the human race, from 
youth till his dying hour, to be as holy as 
an angel, unless he obtained the pardon of 
sin through the blood of atonement, he 
could not enter heaven : and, indeed, none 
were ever sanctified who, previously, had 
not been pardoned. In Turkey, Mahomet 
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is the boasted deliverer : in Britain, Christ 
is almost universally recognised as the Sa- 
viour : but, alas ! the faith of a Mussulman 
will be quite as available, in the day of 
solemn reckoning, as that of multitudes 
who bear the name of Christian. A true 
trusting in Christ as a Saviour will always be 
followed with saving effects. Do I then truly 
trust in Christ as my Prophet ? I learn and 
obey his instructions. Do I truly trust in 
him as my Priest ? I come to God through 
him, secure the benefits of his prevailing 
intercession, and obtain his blessing. Do I 
truly trust in him as my King? I have 
ceased to rebel against his righteous govern- 
ment, and now revere and love his wise 
laws, and make them the rule of my life. Is 
he my Foundation ? I must build thereon. 
Is he my Shepherd, and am I his sheep? 
I hear his voice, follow him, and do not 
follow strangers. Am I a branch in him, 
the true Vine ? I am vitally united to him, 
derive sap and nourishment from him, the 
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root, and bring forth "the fruit of the 
Spirit." Is he the good Physician? and 
has he healed "all my diseases?" I can 
proclaim his wonderful skill to others, and 
urge them to come and obtain a cure, that 
they may be able to say with me, ** He 
hath delivered my soul from death, mine 
eyes from tears, and my feet from falling." 
Is he my Robe of Righteousness ? I have 
been baptized into him — his nature, mind, 
spirit: "As many of you as have been 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ." 
Finally, is he my " All in all ?" He is all 
in all my doctrines — all in all my expe^ 
rience — all in all my practice: and, con- 
sequently, the world, the flesh, and SataUf 
which were once all in all my thoughts and 
affections inward, and all in all my speech 
and condv^ct outward, are now, in a great 
measure, if not altogether, nothing at all in 
either : so that I can testify, " to the praise 
of his grace," " O Lord, my God, other 
lords beside thee have had dominion over 
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me ; but by thee only will I make mention 
of thy name. They are dead, they shall 
not live ; they are deceased, they shall not 
rise ; therefore hast thou visited and de- 
stroyed them, and made all their memory 
to perish." This, my dear Annie, is salva- 
tion — and one worthy of the Saviour's shed 
blood, which prepared for, and his shed 
Spirit, who perfects, it in the souls of all, 
who, as " the ransomed of the Lord," are 
returning ** to Zion with songs and ever- 
lasting joy upon their heads." Guard against 
so relying upon a diligent observance of 
external duties, as to make them, either in 
whole or in part, what, it is to be feared, 
numbers do — a ground of acceptance before 
God. You may attend temple- worship 
constantly — say prayers, in public and in 
private, regularly — fast at the several ap- 
pointed seasons — be enrolled a member of 
the most orthodox church, and partake the 
elements of the Lord's Supper without a 
single omission, and have the commendation 
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of those with whom you are accustomed 
to unite in the services of the sanctuary — 
yet, after all, be destitute of that which 
alone can make all, or any, of those reli- 
gious exercises spiritual — the love of God 1 
" Though I speak (says Paul) with the 
tongues of men and of angels, and have 
not charity (i, e, love), I am become as 
sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And 
though I have the gift of prophecy, and un- 
derstand all mysteries, and all knowledge ; 
and though I have all faith (of a miraculous 
kind) so that I could remove mountains, 
and have not charity, I am nothing. And 
though I bestow all my goods to feed the 
poor, and though I give my body to be 
burned, and have not charity, it profiteth 
me nothing r Hear James : ** Know ye not 
that the friendship of the world is enmity 
with God? Whosoever therefore will be a 
friend of the world is the enemy of God.'* 
Hear John : ** Love not the world, neither 
the things that are in the world. If any 
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man loye the world, the love of the Father 
is not in him." Think not, my Annie, 
that I utter these plain truths to discourage 
you: that be far from me, who am so 
greatly interested in your becoming a child 
of God. I am impelled to speak thus, that 
you may escape the common delusion, so 
many professors of religion in our day 
are labouring under, who depend, as they 
triumphantly say, upon the outward work 
of Christ for them, but are wholly unac- 
quainted with the work of his Spirit in 
themselves: for, notwithstanding all that 
Jesus has done, in the way of obedience 
and suffering, he assures you, and me, and 
every individual of the human family, that 
'* Except a man be born again, he cannot 
see the kingdom of God." Come, then, 
Annie, to his gracious arms — they are ex- 
tended to embrace you: and this is his 
word of promise, " Him that cometh to me 
I will in nowise cast out!" I conclude 
with affectionately and earnestly recom- 
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mending, to your perpetual recollection and 
frequent reflection, a passage of Scripture, 
that wUl be an unerring touchstone, bj 
which to ascertain your spiritual state; 
and it is one, with which will be found con- 
nected all the righteous and ungodly from 
the beginning to the end of the world. 
Listen — " They that are after the flesh do 
mind the things of the flesh : but they that 
are after the Spirit the things of the 
Spirit r The decision of God concerning 
both conditions is thus expressed : ** He 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh 
reap corruption; but he that soweth to 
the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever^ 
lasting,** Which latter kind of sowing is 
performed by those, who, by the influence 
of the Holy Ghost, and in the exercise of 
grace, lay out themselves, and all they 
possess, to the promotion of their own 
holiness and comfort, and the temporal and 
spiritual welfare of others. Hence, the 
flpostle adds, " Let us not be weary in well 
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doing; for in due season we shall reap, if 
we faint not." — ^And now, as a general 
remark upon all that has been said, during 
the course of our several meetings, I will 
quote a passage I have lately met with, 
which contains the substance of the Chris- 
tian revelation. The excellent author ob- 
serves, " The faith of the gospel discovers 
unto us three different states of man : it 
shews him — First, under sin, in which there 
is nothing but infidelity towards God, be- 
cause there is no faith in Jesus Christ. 
Secondly, under grace, in which sin is 
pardoned, and righteousness acquired by 
faith in Christ ; who is gone to the Father 
to carry on, by his intercession, the great 
work of redemption. Thirdly, in the peace 
and glory of heaven, where Christ will reign 
with his members ; the devil, with his angels 
and servants, being banished into hell by 
the last judgment." 

Annie. May it please the Almighty to 
impress upon my mind the many useful 
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truths I have heard from your lips : and 
may you and I, my dear mother, appear at 
last among that blissful throng, who cease- 
lessly sing, ** Unto Him that loved us, and 
washed us from our sins in his own blood, 
and hath made us kings and priests unto 
God and his Father, to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen '* 
Mother. Amen, and amen. 
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